LEGISLATIVE BRANCH = CITY OF BINGHAMTON

William Berg, City Council President
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk

MINUTES
City Council Business Meeting
Council Chambers, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton, N.Y.
Wednesday June 3, 2015

CALL TO ORDER
Called to order by Council President Berg at 6:41pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Council President Berg led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Present: Jerry Motsavage, Joseph Mihalko, Teri Rennia, Lea Webb, Chris Papastrat, John Matzo, Bill Berg

Absent: None

Also in attendance: Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk; Allison Sosa, First Assistant Corporation Counsel
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion to approve the minutes from the Business Meeting held Wednesday May 20, 2015.

Moved by Rennia, seconded by Motsavage.
Voice vote, none opposed.

Motion to approve the Municipal and Public Affairs Committee meeting minutes held on Wednesday May 20, 2015.
Moved by Rennia, seconded by Motsavage.
Voice vote, none opposed.

Councilwoman Rennia noted for the record that the Municipal and Public Affairs Committee will hold a meeting on
Monday June 15" at 5:00pm to review the proposed police modernization law. The meeting will take place in the City
Council work room, located through the City Clerk’s Office. For more information please contact the City Clerk by phone
at 607-772-7005 or by email at clerk@cityofbinghamton.com.

Councilwoman Rennia noted for the record that the Municipal and Public Affairs Committee will hold a meeting on
Wednesday June 17" at 5:45pm to review the City’s noise ordinance. The meeting will take place in the City Council
Chambers, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton, NY. For more information please contact the City Clerk by phone at 607-772-
7005 or by email at clerk@cityofbinghamton.com.

Councilwoman Webb noted for the record that Employees Committee will hold a meeting on Monday July 6™ at 5:00pm
to review the Coughlin & Gerhart report relating to the City of Binghamton Police Department. The meeting will take
place in the City Council Chambers, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton, NY. For more information please contact the City
Clerk by phone at 607-772-7005 or by email at clerk@cityofbinghamton.com.

RECOGNITIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Councilwoman Rennia read a proclamation in honor of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ) Pride
Month into the record.
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PUBLIC COMMENT/COMMUNICATIONS
Charles Westgate, Ellen Shaw, Stephanie Brewer, Ed Gent, Steve O’Neil, Tarik Abdelazim, Paul Cirba®, Sharon Nieminski,
Ed Crumb, John Solak,

Letter from Les Platt received on May 26, 2015 regarding recycling projects in the City of Binghamton.

'"Motion to suspend the rules to allow Paul Cirba a resident of the Town of Fenton to speak during public comment
Moved by Rennia seconded by Webb.
Voice vote, none opposed.

RECONSIDERED LEGISLATION
Introductory Ordinance 15-31. Considered in Public Works/Parks & Recreation, Chair: Motsavage
An Ordinance amending the Binghamton Johnson City Joint Sewage Treatment Plant Facilities Intermunicipal Agreement
X (Master IMA)
Note: Legislation did not receive support from % of the members of City Council at the Business Meeting on May 20,
2015.
1. Motion to reconsider Introductory Ordinance 15-31.

Moved by Webb, seconded by Motsavage.

Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: Rennia

2. Motion to amend the legislation where it identifies name replace it with project manager.
Moved by Webb, Mihalko
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg
Nays: Rennia

3. Motion to approve the legislation as amended.
Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Mihalko.
Motion carried. (Vote 6-1)
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg
Nays: Rennia
Note: This legislation was adopted by the Council of the City of Binghamton at a Business Meeting held on June
3, 2015, and was presented to Mayor Richard C. David on June 4, 2015. The Mayor vetoed Introductory 015-31
as amended by City Council, and submitted his veto message to the City Clerk’s Office on June 11, 2015. Due to
the veto, no Permanent Number was assigned.

SECOND READING LEGISLATION
Introductory Local Law 15-1. Considered in Municipal and Public Affairs, Chair: Rennia
A Local Law requesting home rule from New York State regarding the Homestead Tax Option as it relates to cooperative
apartments at 5 Riverside Drive and 4 Oak Street
1. Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Rennia, seconded by Motsavage.

2. Motion to allow Council President Berg to recues himself from voting on this legislation as he has a personal
relationship with Mr. Paul Cirba representing residents at 5 Riverside Drive and 4 Oak Street.
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Moved by Webb, seconded by Motsavage.
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg
Nays: Rennia
3. Motion Failed. (Vote 3-3-1)
Ayes: Motsavage, Rennia, Webb
Nays: Mihalko, Papastrat, Matzo
Abstain: Berg

Introductory Ordinance 15-27. Considered in Planning and Community Development, Chair: Webb
An Ordinance authorizing the abandonment of Water Street Public Right of Way as a public street
Note: Notice of this public hearing was published in the Press & Sun Bulletin on May 15, 2015.
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Mihalko, seconded by Motsavage.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 15-31. (Vote 7-0)

Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: None

Introductory Resolution 15-54. Considered in Planning & Community Development, Chair: Webb

A Resolution authorizing the adoption of a citizen participation plan as required under the NYS Community Development
Block Grant Disaster Recovery Program

Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Mihalko, seconded by Matzo.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Resolution 15-55. (Vote 7-0)

Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: None

Introductory Resolution 15-55. Considered in Planning & Community Development, Chair: Webb

A Resolution authorizing the adoption of a procurement policy of goods as required under the NYS Community/
Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery Program

Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Mihalko, seconded by Matzo.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Resolution 15-56. (Vote 7-0)

Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: None

FIRST READING LEGISLATION

Introductory Ordinance 15-30. Considered in Planning & Community Development, Chair: Webb

An Ordinance authorizing the sale of Water Street Public Right of Way (L74 Pg. 356) to Ellis Brothers and Joseph Inc. for
$5,200

Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Webb, seconded by Motsavage.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 15-32. (Vote 7-0)

Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: None

Introductory Ordinance 15-33. Considered in Finance, Chair: Motsavage
An Ordinance refunding a bond ordinance of the City of Binghamton, New York, adopted June 3, 2015, authorizing the
refunding of all or a portion of certain outstanding bonds of said City, stating the plan of refunding appropriating an
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amount not to exceed $2,500,000 for such purpose, authorizing the issuance of not to exceed $2,500,000 refunding
bonds to finance said appropriation, and making certain other determinations relative thereto

Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Webb.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 15-33. (Vote 7-0)

Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: None

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL
Rennia, Matzo, Papastrat, Motsavage, Webb, Mihalko, Berg

ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn at 8:38pm.

Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Webb.
Voice vote, none opposed.
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ANY COMMENTS, SUGGESTIONS OR REFERRALS ARE APPRECIATED

We have been subsidizing criminal activity through our social services programs. We need to be using
them to create jobs and business opportunities through recycling projects with people coming out of jail.

I have been exploring some community concerns for nearly 40 yrs. alternate energies recycling industries,
homelessness, street kids etc.

Each time | became involved, a few simple facts seemed obvious. There are always people who are aware
of dramatic problems involving our species and who want to do something about them. There are always
people who are exploring solutions to community problems. People usually attempt to find social

solutions through government programs, some as individuals, some through financial structures, grants,
loans etc..

People are always demanding that government solve community problems and government is always
demanding more money to solve community problems. Political leaders are always looking for more
money and trying to create tax breaks.

By and large we are all aware that the world is in population and environmental crisis. For the most part
we feel incapable of dealing with the issues involved. We can't solve all the problems, but | believe we can
start taking a few actions that may help.

I'm interested in recycling projects, people coming out of jail and street kids. | believe that properly run
community recycling projects can create thousands of cost effective jobs at all levels from casual labor to
six figure executives. | believe that we can use current welfare to work and job development programs to
initiate this process and that it will produce excess income to fund street kids activities. Furthermore |
believe that a vested interest can be developed throughout any community by sharing a portion of
income with community clubs, groups and organizations.

I've demonstrated these facts over the years through glass recycling, which gave us New York States
Bottle Bill, additional collections which gave us community recycling, industrial recycling which has led to
extensive hazardous materials and plastic recycling and more recently to textiles recycling and rummage
sale leftovers which | have been experimenting with for the last ten years. Thousands of jobs and
business' have been created.

More recently | have sold off my clothing collection business and turned over my rummage sales and used
furniture operations to local entrepreneurs and am currently working to improve cost effect
infrastructure for clothing, household goods, furniture and recyclable materials.

I have a long history of working with The Nearly New Shop. My earliest experiments started with taking
their excess clothes from Clinton Street in the 80's. That experiment culminated with me donating a
truckload of clothes to a grader in Philadelphia.



I turned my attention to servicing clubs, groups and organizations collecting bottles and cans. Since that
time | have paid over $720 dollars per year to Chenango Soccer Club, $720 per year to Chenango Habitat
and $1,200 per year to Afton Athletic Boosters just to rent space for collection bins. These payments
continue even today as do other fundraisers created to promote clothing collections.

With me serious clothing collections started in the early 2000's and continues on even as we speak. | again
started servicing The Nearly New Shop. | had to discontinue my involvement in clothing collections for a
variety of reasons. I'm a little too old to do the physical work, I'm not the best people manager nor am |
the best business person.

I'am very good at ferreting out viable ways to start doing cost effective recycling projects that turn into
multimillion dollar operations. In 2012 with just 50 locations in 5 counties | grossed over $250,000. Had |
been a better business person | might have turned that into a windfall. | did in fact open the door to a
number of better run operations. St Pauly, Rock Solid, and many others still flourish.

There are over one half million people within a 50 mile radius of Broome County. $100 each from 1% of
them would be the equivalent of a five million dollar per year project. Look around your own home and
estimate the value of the products you own then check out local rummage sales and estimate the value
that could be reclaimed as used product.

It is well known that recycling industries are boom and bust operation. The whole industry is currently
going through a down cycle. One of the reasons for that is the fear of competition from established
manufacturers and virgin material suppliers. These are for the most part private enterprises whose
natural impulse is to protect their market structure. They prefer to see used products sent to landfills
rather than have them displace demand for new product.

The facts are, (and in need of documentation) that there are 7.2 billion people in the world. There is no
way for anyone to furnish all these people with new and modern gadgets without improving their
financial situation. One way to do that is by supplying them with good used gadgets and materials they
can sell, dismantle, repair or reduce to useful materials to manufacture new products. These
entrepreneurial activities can improve their life circumstances.

That's what happens with clothes. Clothes that are not sent to the landfill are donated to profit making
collection boxes or non profit organizations. A large percentage of donated clothes are then sold to profit
making graders who in turn separate them into specialized categories for the New England or Canadian
thrift stores, other North American markets, the Caribbean market, Central or South American markets,
African markets etc. There are many grades to all these.

What's left over are divided into material categories, mixed materials, cotton's, wools, polyesters etc.
then sold to manufacturers to become new products or sent to landfills..



What's currently needed is an infrastructure that can accept excess used products and prepare them to
be resold locally, nationally or internationally as useful goods or dismantled into useful industrial
feedstocks. This is too big a project. No one is going to finance this without a demonstration of its
financial feasibility.

Whatever is done has to be accomplished in stages. There are a number of local non profits currently
capable of initiating this process. I am capable of starting it.

I have a number of local individuals who will accept or pick up used household goods and metals and
resell them sharing the income with me. One who is interested in high income pieces $50 or more will
split 50/50; another who services rummage sales who will take the leftovers percentage not yet
determined and a third who will handle anything else for a service charge. I'm willing to set this up for any
viable operation anticipating that I'll be able to work with it as it matures.

My thoughts are that we would start by asking the general public to donate their used household goods,
furniture, equipment and metals to the Nearly New Shop. They could deliver these to Samaritan House or
other designated locations or we could arrange to have them picked up.

Once the system gets underway and we have some money to work with, we can approach Social Services
and the Criminal justice system. We can demonstrate that reliable people coming out of jail who are
interested can be trained to sort, market, pack and ship used product and materials wherever productive
outlets can be found or created. We can get some welfare to work or job development people to work
with us.

We could lease or get donated space to handle products, resell them or dismantle them into recycled
materials. We could set up study groups throughout the community or get students from high schools,
tech schools or university to study manufacturing processes and help determine the value of recycled
materials and the manufacturing processes that can use them. There is a lot of interest in this.

We can partner with self help groups throughout the world to find reliable people and cost effective ways
to ship products wherever there is realistic demand and we can share income with local clubs, groups and
organizations who have people donate products to us in their name.

A percentage of our income could be used for modernization and growth. Other percentages could be use
to develop activities for street kids.

The data we collected, the lessons we learned, the value we added to the products we handled would be
invaluable.

Kindest regards

Les Platt.

Platt21 @hotmail.com
6077274574
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