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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA 
City Council Work Room, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton 

November 4, 2013 
 The Work Session begins at 6:00pm. Times for RL(s)/Topics are approximate only and items may be considered earlier or later. 

 

Time Committee Chair RL(s)/Topic Pages Presenter 

6:00pm Planning Webb 
RL 13-178: Sale of 32 Evans Street to 
Kraig M. Brigham for $425 

1-6 
Tarik Abdelazim, Kraig 
M. Brigham 

6:15pm MPA Motsavage 
RL 13-180: Free Parking on November 
23, 2013 for “Binghamton is Not 
Boring” 

7-8 Annette Snedaker 

6:30pm ------------------ --------------- 
Discussion: Update on Traffic Signal 
Removal Study 

--------- 

Councilman Berg, Luke 
Day, Nancy Dutta, 
Philip T. Krey, Pat 
Torrico 

7:00pm MPA Motsavage 
RL 13-181: Fireworks Displays for 
Binghamton Mets’ 2014 Season 

9-10 Jim Weed 

7:15pm ------------------ --------------- 
Discussion: Sale of Tobacco Products & 
Influence on City of Binghamton Youth 

15-56 
Lisa Weston-Bialy, 
Sharon Fischer, Sue 
Moranda 

7:30pm ------------------ --------------- 
Discussion: Update on Application for 
New York State Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program 

14 Tarik Abdelazim 

7:45pm Finance Webb 
RL 13-183: Agreement with BLDC for 
$144,000 FY 39 CDBG Funds 

12 
Tarik Abdelazim, Merry 
Harris 

8:00pm MPA Motsavage 

RL 13-182: No-Cost Supplemental 
Agreement with United Way for 
Binghamton Farm Share Around the 
Corner Pilot Program 

11 
Tarik Abdelazim, 
Jennifer Taylor 

8:15pm Employees Berg 
RL 13-184: Amendments to Employee 
Benefits 

13 
Lori Clift, Kenneth J. 
Frank 

8:30pm ------------------ --------------- Discussion: Rental Registration --------- 

Thomas Costello, 
Kenneth J. Frank, 
Angela Holmes, Kyle 
Seeley 

8:45pm 

------------------ 
 

----------------- 
 
 
 

------------------ 
 

--------------- 
 

--------------- 
 
 
 

--------------- 
 

Discussion: Appointment of At-Large 
CDAC Member 
Discussion: Corrective Action Plan for 
the NYS Comptroller Report on 
Apparent Misappropriation of Parks & 
Recreation Department Funds 
Discussion: Review Committee Reports 
& Pending Legislation 

--------- 
 

--------- 
 
 
 

--------- 
 

Council President 
Rennia 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
City Council Municipal & Public Affairs Committee: Motsavage (Chair), Webb, Matzo 
Reviewing the City of Binghamton’s noise ordinance.  
 
City Council Employees Committee: Berg (Chair), Webb, Papastrat 
Review of residency requirements for City of Binghamton employees. 
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Department of Planning, Housing, & 
Community Development 

 
 
Mayor, Matthew T. Ryan 
Director, Tarik Abdelazim 
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IDC - MEMO 

 

TO:  City Council Members 

FROM:  Tarik Abdelazim 

RE:  Hazard Mitigation Grant Program Application: Exchange Street Resilient Housing Project 

DATE:  October 31, 2013 

 
The city submitted yesterday a formal application to FEMA’s current cycle of funding under the Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program, which is being administered by NYS Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Services (NYS DHSES). The application was titled, “Exchange Street Resilient Housing Project,” and proposes to 
implement two priority mitigation projects identified in our recent update (2013) to the Broome County Multi-
Jurisdictional All Hazards Mitigation Plan, which City Council formally adopted July 17, 2013: 

1. PHASE 1: Conduct an engineering feasibility study of relocating all mechanical and life-safety 
systems out of the basements of critical housing and shelter properties along Exchange Street, and 
where possible, develop designs for implementation 

2. PHASE 2: With approval from FEMA, construct the project to eliminate a major vulnerability at 
properties that offer more than 400 rental units to low-income and special needs populations 

 
I took the lead on this project a few months ago, and submitted a Letter of Intent to NYS DHSES before the 
August 1, 2013 deadline.  DHSES reps authorized the City to proceed to a full application for Hazard Mitigation 
Grant funding, with a deadline of October 30. For the past four weeks, I have been working with DHSES reps, 
technical assistance consultants, local emergency response officials, Councilwoman Webb, and property 
owners to complete this application. The three properties included are YWCA, BHA’s North Shore Complex, 
and Woodburn Court I. I’m pleased to report the application was successfully submitted in time. 
 
The total project costs are estimated to be $4 million, and the City has requested the full $3 million from 
FEMA (HMGP will cover up to 75% of project costs). The City proposes to use a portion of its CDBG-DR 
allocation under the NY Rising Community Reconstruction Program to cover the local share. I was advised by 
Corporation Council to notify City Council of the unique circumstances related to funding for this project, and 
have requested time to present this project in more detail at an upcoming work session.  
 
The State has been very flexible and cooperative in helping the City develop a funding strategy that does not 
impact local taxpayers or the property owners, and I look forward to bringing you all up to speed on this 
priority mitigation project and HMGP application. 
 
CC: Tom Costello, Kenneth Frank, Angela Holmes, Matt Ryan, Kyle Seeley 
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Below is an interpretation of the zoning law in Rochester, NY from 

Kerry Synder, Legal Counsel with the Center for Public Health and 

Tobacco Policy, New England Law – Boston, MA. 

 

 

 

My take on the new zoning law in Rochester: 
  
The City has created different categories of retailers identified in the zoning 
code.  Notably, retailers required to obtain a tobacco license, or who sell tobacco, 
tobacco paraphernalia or smoking paraphernalia will now be considered “high-impact” 
retailers.   
  
It appears that the City is trying to incentivize traditional grocery stores to be healthier 
by choosing to limit the unhealthy products they sell (tobacco, alcohol or lottery 
tickets).  Those that sell more than one category of these products will be considered 
“low-impact” retailers, rather than “full-line food stores,” and may be treated 
differently.   
  
The new ordinance then limits where these different types of retailers may be located 
throughout the city.  High-impact retailers are the most restricted. They are permitted 
(without a permit) in the Regional Destination Zones and the Canalside Business 
Center.  They may apply for a special permit to locate in the Community Center and 
Industrial Districts. They are limited in the Center City Districts, and they are prohibited 
in Residential Districts.  
  
(By comparison, these retailers were permitted in the Neighborhood Center, 
Community Center, Industrial Districts, and the Regional Destination Zone without a 
permit so long as they operate only between 6am and 11pm.) 
  
When high-impact retailers are permitted, they must adhere to certain 
restrictions.  These restrictions include being located at least 500ft from any “protected 
use.” Those protected uses consists of land used for “public and semipublic uses” 
(including “uses operated by the public or semipublic body such as schools, public 
libraries, fire and public safety buildings, museums, parks, public meeting halls, 
governmental buildings and community centers”) and private schools.  
 
These retailers must also be located 500 feet from any OTHER high-impact retailer. 
  
High-impact retailers must also provide large windows along the primary street frontage 
of the building, and cannot block those windows with shelving (signage may still be ok). 
They must also adhere to restrictions on their hours of operations, depending on where 
they are located. 
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Finally, the new law reduces the time required for a nonconforming use to be 
considered abandoned.  When a zoning law is changed, any existing land use that does 
not comply with the new rules are considered “nonconforming uses.”  They can 
continue to operate, but cannot change their use significantly else they will lose the 
ability to remain nonconforming. Additionally, if ownership changes hands or the 
nonconforming use is “abandoned” or stopped for a period of time, the city can then 
enforce the new rules on that land.  In the case of high-impact retailers, if they 
discontinue or abandon their nonconforming use for 3 months, they city can force them 
to comply with the new law. 
All-in-all, this is positive progress in city planning for Rochester.  As the city grows and 
changes, the location and density of these retailers will be more regulated.  As 
businesses change hands or uses, these new rules will be put into effect.   
  
It definitely appears to be a plan for a healthier community! 
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