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Meeting Date: 27, October 2015 

Sent To:  Commission on Architecture & Urban Design Members  

Subject: 213 Chenango Street- Design Review 

Tax ID: 160.26-1-21 

Case: CAUD 2015-81 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A. Review Requested 

 

The Applicant, STK Partners, has submitted an application for Design Review of the premises located at 

213 Chenango Street, Tax Map number, 160.26-1-21. This property is a contributing structure in the 

Rail Terminal Local, State and National Register Historic District. All exterior modifications must be 

reviewed and approved by the Commission on Architecture and Urban Design (CAUD) in accordance 

with §18-78 of the City of Binghamton City Code prior to the issuance of a signage permit. 

 

 

B. Proposal 

 

The Applicant has proposed several different alterations to the building as listed below: 

 

West Façade of Building – Re-point brick work as needed, fill holes in the structure, and rebuild 

the chimney. Type N commercial grade mortar and reclaimed, period bricks will be used in this 

process. Additionally all of the windows on this façade will be replaced.  

 

North & East Façade’s – Replace all windows  

 

South Façade – Repair and repoint two of the chimneys on the structure with reclaimed period 

brick using N type commercial grade mortar 

 

The Applicant has plans to re-use the currently unoccupied structure for student housing. The project 

will include space for a small café and private exercise space on the ground level of the building. 

Additionally the Applicant will bring in a window sample for Commission review. 

 

 

C. Staff Findings 

 

The proposal and future prospective use is seen as beneficial by staff. Using reclaimed bricks from the 

period, and possibly the same brick manufacturer of the period, holds the highest level of integrity with 

the current building. Repointing on this building is not extensive, and should be minimal in terms of 

altering brick original to the building. The proposed windows have also been reviewed by staff, and are 
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found to have little to no effect on character defining features of the building. CAUD should review the 

sample in conjunction with images and examples provided by the Applicant to determine if they are 

appropriate.  

 

 

D. Historic Design Guidelines 

 

Historic Design Guidelines highly recommend the reuse of reclaimed materials, and agree with the use 

of soft mortar; such as the Type N commercial mortar proposed for repointing on this building. 

Additionally the guidelines generally agree with the chosen windows, but Commissioners should use 

their best judgement for the particular aesthetics of this building. No synthetic caulking, or other 

synthetic type materials should be used in the repointing of masonry on historic structures. 

 

 

E. Property History and Condition. 

 

Year of Construction 1888 

Land Use C-6, Commercial. Building is currently unoccupied and in the process of 

being re-used for the prospective use as student housing. 

Significance The building was constructed in 1888 and housed both commercial 

enterprises and apartments since at least 1893. In that year the City 

Directory lists four occupants, one an employee of the nearby railway, and 

E.H. Stow’s wallpaper and book store. In 1905 the building housed a 

clothing shop in addition to several residents. In 1925 the property is listed 

as having a restaurant.  

Condition The building is in good condition and has been well maintained by the 

current owner who has been responsible for the building for quite some 

time.  
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F. Photographs 

 

 
Current Site Conditions, Main Chenango street façade facing east. (August 2015) 
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Current Site Conditions, Main Chenango street façade facing east. Photo details other buildings on the block. 

(August 2015) 
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Current Site Conditions, secondary Eldredge Street façade, facing north. (August 2015) 
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Current Site Conditions, Main Chenango street façade facing east. (August 2015) 

 

 

(Proposals on separate PDF) 
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