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MINUTES
City Council Business Meeting

Council Chambers, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton, N.Y.
Tuesday July 2, 2013

CALL TO ORDER
Called to order by Council President Rennia at 6:33pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Council President Rennia led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Present: Jerry Motsavage, Joseph Mihalko, Teri Rennia, Lea Webb, Chris Papastrat, John Matzo, Bill Berg

Absent: None

Also in attendance: Angela Holmes, City Clerk; Jeremy Pelletier, Deputy City Clerk; Allison Sosa, 2nd Assistant
Corporation Counsel

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion to approve the minutes from the City Council Business Meeting held on June 19, 2013.
Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Berg.
Voice vote, none opposed.

Motion to approve the minutes from the Municipal and Public Affairs Committee meeting held on July 1, 2013.
Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Matzo.
Voice vote, none opposed.

Councilman Motsavage noted for the record that Binghamton City Council s Municipal and Public Affairs Committee will
meet on Tuesday July 30, 2013 at 5:00pm to discuss the City of Binghamton s noise ordinance. This meeting will be held
in the City Council Work Room, located through the City Clerk s Office on the first floor of City Hall, 38 Hawley Street,
Binghamton, NY.

Motion to approve the minutes from the Employees Committee meeting held on June 17, 2013.
Moved by Berg, seconded by Webb.
Voice vote, none opposed.

Councilman Berg noted for the record that Binghamton City Council s Employees Committee will meet on Monday
August 5, 2013 at 5:00pm to discuss residency requirements for City of Binghamton employees. This meeting will be
held in the City Council Work Room, located through the City Clerk s Office on the first floor of City Hall, 38 Hawley
Street, Binghamton, NY.

RECOGNITIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Council President Rennia read A Proclamation in honor of Colonel David Ireland and the 137th New York Volunteer
Infantry into the record.
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PUBLIC HEARING
Introductory Ordinance 13-47. Considered in Finance, Chair: Webb
An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to submit the Fiscal Year 39 Annual Action Plan and to accept any and all funds
allocated by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development from the CDBG, ESG, and HOME Entitlement
Programs
Note: Notice of public hearing was published in the Press & Sun Bulletin on June 27, 2013.
In Favor: None
Opposed: None

SET PUBLIC HEARING
The City of Binghamton will hold a public hearing on Wednesday July 17, 2013 at 6:30pm regarding An Ordinance
authorizing various amendments to the Code of the City of Binghamton regarding description of uses and site plan
review. This public hearing will take place during the regularly scheduled City Council Business Meeting, located in the
City Council Chambers, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton, NY.
Note: As a point of order, City Clerk Angela Holmes noted for the record that City Council referred all related proposed
amendments to the Code of the City of Binghamton to the Planning Commission for comment and review during the
Business Meeting held on May 22, 2013, not just those proposed amendments included in Introductory Ordinance 13-38.

PUBLIC COMMENT/COMMUNICATIONS
Robert Bullock, Sean Cummings, Wesley Davy, Dan Livingston, Mary Webster, Robert Holahan, Tarik Abdelazim1, Steve
Jensen, Johan Jelsma, Sharon Nieminski, Stephanie Cosme2, Eithne Nicole Kechari and Jeff Cole3, David J. King4, Petition5,
Isaac Silberman-Gorn6

1Note: Tarik Abdelazim, the Director of Planning, Housing and Community Development, requested approval from City
Council to speak during public comment.
Motion to allow Tarik Abdelazim to speak during public comment.
Moved by Webb, seconded by Berg.
Voice vote, none opposed.

2Note: Stephanie Cosme submitted the following email to the City Clerk s Office on July 2, 2013. A copy of the original
email is attached to these minutes.

Good morning,

My family and I live on Hazel St in Binghamton and we just wanted to make sure you know that we fully support the
Community Food System Proposal.

Thank you,
Stephanie Cosme

3Note: Eithne Nicole Kechari and Jeff Cole submitted the following email to the City Clerk s Office on July 2, 2013. A copy
of the original email is attached to these minutes.

Good morning,
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We are residents in district 6 and we believe in the food system proposal as written. Composting, backyard chickens, and
food gardens are very good for our local community. In the year and a half since we have lived on the corner of Mill St.
and Esther, the number one thing that brings all our neighbors together to have good conversations is talking about our
gardens. They were thrilled when I mentioned I was planning on getting chickens -- who doesn't love fresh eggs?

Please pass this proposal.

Sincerely,
Eithne Nicole Kechari
Jeff Cole
47 Mill St, Binghamton

4Note: David J. King submitted the following letter to the City Clerk s Office on July 2, 2013. A copy of the original letter is
attached to these minutes.

Members of City Council,

I sent the attached email to the Centers for Disease Control, asking for information about any health risks associated
with urban farming. The attached documents are some of the information that the CDC cited in their reply email. You
may be aware of this data, as I also gave a copy of this information to Amy Shapiro for her to review.

As you may be aware, livestock such as chickens, ducks, and turkeys excrete disease-causing bacteria in their manure,
most commonly Salmonella, and also are carriers of avian influenza. The information enclosed outlines biosecurity
measures recommended by the United State Department of Agriculture, and recommended procedures from the CDC to
prevent the spread of disease, especially with respect to young children and people with compromised immune systems.
I believe it would be prudent and appropriate to incorporate this information into the current proposed ordinance. The
websites listed in the CDC reply letter can be used for your own research purposes, if you wish to do so.

After reviewing the CDC information, my concerns with the proposed zoning ordinance are these:

1. Livestock manure can carry disease, such as Salmonella. Is it wise to allow the poultry bedding and wastes to
be composed in the city limits? In a closely-built city such as Binghamton, would it not be safer to dispose of
it, as we do with dog wastes (bag it, put it at the curb for pickup).

2. This ordinance allows the sale of urban farm products to the public. Who is in charge of inspecting this to
ensure public safety regarding food contamination?

3. The CDC information sites precautions to reduce the spread of disease when keeping livestock. Shouldn t
there be and information and education requirement in the legislation for both the urban farmer and his
surrounding neighbors? Until I researched this, I was not aware of the potential hazards for children and
those with compromised immune systems. I never thought about being infected by borrowing tools from
my neighbor. People need to be informed of these and other related hazards.

4. Would it not be wise to have these urban farms regularly inspected, as a means of preventing sanitation
breakdowns, property deterioration, and unwanted odors?

5. If the livestock should escape, or set free, who is authorized to capture them? What becomes of them when
they are caught, and no one claims them?
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6. If an urban farm becomes contaminated, or the filth runs off and contaminates adjoining properties, how,
and by whom, is this to be remedied? Who pays for this if the offending party cannot, or will not pay to
clean the mess up?

7. Should these farms be registered or licensed with the city, in order to quickly track disease outbreak
sources, should they occur?

8. The urban farmers currently endorsing this legislation represent perhaps the best practitioners of this
lifestyle; those who follow them in future years may not be. This legislation will serve to protect all
homeowners from the negative consequences, and should address all potential problems. This is a public
health issue as much as a permitted use question.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this letter.

Sincerely,
David J. King.

5Note: The following petition, signed by 258 individuals, was received in the City Clerk s Office on July 2, 2013. A copy of
the original petition is attached to these minutes.

Whereas:

The City of Binghamton, as a result of declining population, aging housing stock, and repeated flooding is left with
dozens of blighted and abandoned homes, as well as vacant lots;

The city lacks the resources to properly maintain and secure these blighted and vacated properties, and residents or
investors are not interested in purchasing, maintaining and securing those properties;

Community gardening and urban farming has been the most consistently successful way of inexpensively maintaining
and securing those properties by engaging the surrounding community to put those properties into productive use by
transforming them from blight into a community asset;

Community gardening on vacant lots tends to result in individuals developing their own personal gardens on their lawns
and backyards;

This proliferation of community gardening activities brings individuals out of their homes, and into contact with one
another in conviviality and delight while increasing property values, as documented in studies across the country;

Composting food and yard waste contributes to the overall health of community and household gardens, as well as
lowering the overall volume of waste produced by residents of the city;

Compost, not being defined within the Codes of Ordinance, is left up to the discretion of individuals and communities to
define, and has resulted in confusing situations for Code Enforcement, neighbors, and people who compost;

Small flocks of chickens, and colonies of rabbits have been permitted within the city for decades;
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Small flocks of chickens, and colonies of rabbits contribute to healthy compost, flourishing gardens, and self-sufficient
households and communities;

The proliferation of community food production on yards and formerly vacant properties necessarily requires pollinating
insects;

Bees are already being kept in movable frame hives in the city;

Feral colonies of bees tend to proliferate in poorly maintained, and abandoned properties;

Feral colonies of bees tend to be more aggressive than colonies of bees kept in movable frame hives;

Urban beekeepers tend to be the best recourse for extracting hives from abandoned homes and vacant lots within cities,
and consequently maintaining them in the more controllable environment of a movable frame hive;

Bees are currently neither allowed, nor disallowed within the Codes of Ordinance, and clear guidance within the code
will allow for controlled, scalable apiculture to take place in the city;

Keeping chickens, ducks, rabbits, and bees, as well as cultivating fruits and vegetables out of the earth occasionally
results in more bounty than can readily be consumed;

Allowing individuals to sell excess production is consistent with the highest ideals and entrepreneurial spirit that is the
backbone of our city, our state, and our country;

And whereas urban agriculture is promoted and practiced heavily by young people in cities throughout the Northeast,
and the rest of the country;

The decline in population of the City of Binghamton, owing in part to the flight of young people from the area and
sometimes referred to as Brain Drain, is steadily and effectively being counterbalanced by enthusiastic, civic-minded
young people remaining and returning to the area with the help of urban agriculture, and the vibrant communities it is
helping to create;

Supporting this trend in urban agriculture will aid in Retaining Brains, which is clearly in the best interest of the City of
Binghamton, as well as the communities in which those young people live;

Agricultural activities necessarily bring young people and their more experienced elders together into a symbiotic and
time-honored tradition of intergenerational cooperation and collaboration which fosters respect and mutual
appreciation;

Defining the many beneficial activities mentioned above and implied by community gardening and urban agriculture will
allow for their proliferation within the city along a course that respects both individual rights, and the best interests of
neighborhoods and communities.

Therefore, the below signed do hereby petition City Council and the Mayor of Binghamton to pass the Community Food
System Zoning Amendment Proposal in its entirety, and without further delay.
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6Note: Isaac Silberman-Gorn submitted the below email to the City Clerk s Office on July 2, 2013. A copy of the original
email is attached to these minutes.

Hello,

My name is Isaac Silberman-Gorn and I live at 291 Clinton Street in Binghamton, Mr. Motsavage's district.

I am writing to express support for the Community Food Systems Proposal. I regret not being able to be in attendance
personally tonight.

You have heard an outpouring of support from your constituents on this bill. It is common sense legislation, which would
codify the gardening, composting, and chicken raising that is already ongoing.

The bill sets forth clear and reasonable rules, which will make less work down the line.

I encourage you to vote and pass this forward looking legislation.

Please contact me with any questions.

Respectfully,
ISG

FIRST READING LEGISLATION
Introductory Ordinance 13-46. Considered in Planning & Community Development, Chair: Webb
An Ordinance authorizing various amendments to Sections 265 and 410 of the Binghamton City Code, regarding
Community Food Systems
Note: Notice of public hearing was published in the Press & Sun Bulletin on June 14, 2013. A public hearing occurred at
the Business Meeting held on June 19, 2013.

1. Motion to approve legislation.
Moved by Webb, seconded by Motsavage.

2. Motion to remove all references to beekeeping from the proposed legislation.
Moved by Webb, seconded by Berg.
Second withdrawn. Motion failed.

3. Motion to hold legislation.
Moved by Webb, seconded by Motsavage.
Legislation held.

Introductory Ordinance 13-47. Considered in Finance, Chair: Webb
An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to submit the Fiscal Year 39 Annual Action Plan and to accept any and all funds
allocated by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development from the CDBG, ESG, and HOME Entitlement
Programs
Note: Notice of public hearing was published in the Press & Sun Bulletin on June 27, 2013.
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Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Webb, seconded by Motsavage.
Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 13-43. (Vote 7-0)
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg
Nays: None

Introductory Ordinance 13-48. Considered in Finance, Chair: Webb
An Ordinance authorizing various transfers in the 2013 Binghamton-Johnson City Joint Sewage Board Budget
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Webb, seconded by Motsavage.
Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 13-44. (Vote 6-1)
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg
Nays: Rennia

Introductory Ordinance 13-49. Considered in Finance, Chair: Webb
An Ordinance authorizing the reassignment of bonded funds for the City Hall Elevator Project
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Webb, seconded by Motsavage.
Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 13-45. (Vote 7-0)
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg
Nays: None

Introductory Ordinance 13-50. Considered in Finance, Chair: Webb
An Ordinance authorizing a budget modification to accommodate the Summer Enrichment Program, and to enter into a
Memorandum of Understanding with the Binghamton City School District
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Webb, seconded by Motsavage.
Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 13-46. (Vote 7-0)
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg
Nays: None

Introductory Ordinance 13-51, Considered in Municipal & Public Affairs, Chair: Motsavage
An Ordinance authorizing a municipal cooperation agreement for fire protection for Broome/Tioga BOCES Facility at 435
Glenwood Road, Binghamton, New York
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Berg.
Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 13-47. (Vote 7-0)
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg
Nays: None

Introductory Resolution 13-60. Considered in Finance, Chair: Webb
A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with United Way, lead agency for the Healthy Lifestyles
Coalition, for the Binghamton Farm Share Around the Corner Pilot Project
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Webb, seconded by Motsavage.
Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Resolution 13-60. (Vote 7-0)
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg
Nays: None
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Introductory Resolution 13-61. Considered in Finance, Chair: Webb
A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with Opportunities for Broome and to approve the use
of up to $100,000 in HOME-CHDO funds for the rehabilitation of 46 Griswold Street
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Webb, seconded by Mihalko.
Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Resolution 13-61. (Vote 7-0)
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg
Nays: None

Introductory Resolution 13-62. Considered in Finance, Chair: Webb
A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into a contract for professional services with Bergmann Associates for the
First Ward Neighborhood Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA) Step 2 - Nomination Study
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Webb.
Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Resolution 13-62. (Vote 7-0)
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg
Nays: None

Relinquish the Chair. Council President Rennia relinquished the Chair to Councilman Berg, City Council President Pro-
Tem, in order to speak on Introductory Resolution 13-63.

Introductory Resolution 13-63. Considered in Finance, Chair: Webb
A Resolution requesting and urging appropriate officials at New York State Electric and Gas to carefully monitor tree-
trimming policies designed to cut as few trees as possible and, when trimming is required, to trim as little as reasonably
possible in order to maintain power lines
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Rennia, seconded by Webb.
Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Resolution 13-63. (Vote 7-0)
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg
Nays: None

Return to the Chair. Council President Rennia returned to the Chair.

Introductory Resolution 13-64, Considered in Employees, Chair: Berg
A Resolution authorizing the designation for service of Notice of Claim under the Uniform Notice of Claim Act
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Berg, seconded by Webb.
Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Resolution 13-64. (Vote 7-0)
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg
Nays: None

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS
Motsavage, Mihalko, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg, Rennia

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn at 8:41pm.
Moved by Webb, seconded by Berg.
Voice vote, none opposed.
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Holmes, Angela

From: Stephanie Cosme [stephanie.cosme@gmail.com]
Posted At: Tuesday, July 02, 2013 7:33 AM
Conversation: Community Food Proposal
Posted To: Clerk

Subject: Community Food Proposal

Good morning,

My family and I live on Hazel St in Binghamton and we just wanted to make sure you know that we fully
support the Community Food System Proposal.

Thank you,

Stephanie Cosme
email: stephanie.cosme@gmail.com
mobile: 607-321-7953
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Holmes, Angela

From: Eithne-Nicole Kechari [eithnenicole@gmail.com]
Posted At: Tuesday, July 02, 2013 10:59 AM
Conversation: Community food system proposal
Posted To: Clerk

Subject: Fwd: Community food system proposal

Good morning,

We are residents in district 6 and we believe in the food system proposal as written. Composting, backyard
chickens, and food gardens are very good for our local community. In the year and a half since we have lived on
the corner of Mill St. and Esther, the number one thing that brings all our neighbors together to have good
conversations is talking about our gardens. They were thrilled when I mentioned I was planning on getting
chickens -- who doesn't love fresh eggs?

Please pass this proposal.

Sincerely,

Eithne Nicole Kechari
Jeff Cole
47 Mill St, Binghamton














