
City of Binghamton Human Rights Commission Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: June 11, 2026 
Location: City Council Work Session Room 
 
Meeting Type: Monthly Meeting 
 
Member Attendees: 
 Stephanie Wright, Chair 
 John Brunza, Secretary 
 Hussein Adams 

Richard Lewis 
 Bo Swarts 

Councilman Nate Hotchkiss, Ex-Officio Member 
 
Members Absent: 

Denise Yull 
Stephen Comency 
 

 
 

1. Meeting Called to Order: 6:04PM 
2. Approval of 5/14 Minutes (1-Swarts, 2-Adams, U) 
3. Public Comment: None Present 
4. Advocacy: Housing Justice 

a. Press release went out, shared to social media and City Council. 
b. Community Resources List, exploring map view. 
c. Commissioner Adams can print flyers. 
d. Councilman Hotchkiss will help contact additional organizations. 
e. Chair Wright is scheduled to meet with Councilwoman Rathmell next week to 

follow up on community conversation. 
f. Commissioner Lewis would like additional information on the housing 

encampment visible from the State Street Bridge.  It appears as though it is being 
disassembled.  Chair Wright will inquire. 

g. We will keep an eye on Broome County RFP. 
5. Committee Update: Study on the Impacts of Increased Interior Immigration Enforcement 

on Binghamton. 
a. Translation is in progress for surveys.  Next steps would be distribution.  Copies 

can be made available for All Nations Parade and Festival 
6. Communications: Meet Your Commissioner Posts 

a. Still needed for Commissioners Lewis and Yull. 
7. Communications: Dutchess County Meeting 

a. Chair Wright provided update on outreach meeting with Jody Miller 
8. Communications: Proactive Outreach 

a. We’re hearing that organizations would like presentations from HRC. 
b. Dutchess County has a presentation that we could build upon. 



c. Commissioner Swarts would like further discussion about making contact with 
Binghamton University, especially on matters of housing. 

9. Event: June 13, 12-6pm: Pride Palooza at Otsiningo Park 
a. Chair Wright, Commissioner Brunza, and Councilman Hotchkiss will participate 

Event: June 20th, 12-4pm: Juneteenth, Center Park City 
a. Councilman Hotchkiss will participate.  Commissioner Swarts offered table. 
b. Kids game? 

Event: Possible International Human Rights Day Event?  December 10th. 
a. Brainstorm for further discussion. 

10. Organization Structure 
a. Open Appointment: Mayoral Ex-Officio 
b. Discussed creating a process to standardize finding and onboarding future 

commissioners. 
11. Executive Session 

a. Begin (1-Brunza, 2-Swarts, U) 
b. End (1-Swarts, 2, Lewis, U) 

12. Next Meeting: July 9, 2026 at 6:00 PM 
13. Motion to Adjourn (1 – Brunza, 2 – Swarts, U) 

a. Adjourned at 6:51pm 
 

 


