
City of Binghamton Human Rights Commission Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: July 9, 2026 
Location: City Council Work Session Room 
 
Meeting Type: Monthly Meeting 
 
Member Attendees: 
 Stephanie Wright, Chair 
 John Brunza, Secretary 

Denise Yull 
Stephen Comency 

 
Members Absent: 

Hussein Adams 
Richard Lewis 

 Bo Swarts 
Councilman Nate Hotchkiss, Ex-Officio Member 

 
 

1. Meeting Called to Order: 6:08PM 
2. Approval of 6/11 Minutes (1-Yull, 2-Brunza, U) 
3. Public Comment:  None Present 
4. Presentation by NYS Division of Human Rights 

Emilie Scardilla, Upstate Outreach Specialist 
Helen Torres Ramos, Supervising Investigator 

a. Agency Overview, 
b. Intake, investigation, and hearing process 
c. NYS laws and protections 
d. Outreach efforts and collaborations 

5. Advocacy:  Housing Justice 
a. Chair Wright met with Councilwoman Rathmell regarding Community Solutions, 

an organization that assists communities with homelessness issues. 
b. Community Solutions traditionally works with larger communities, but there may 

be more willingness to work with Binghamton because of recent events. 
Resource Map   

a. Will need revision to account for Coordinated Entry referral requirements 
6. Advocacy:  Study on the Impact of Increased Interior Immigration Enforcements 

a. Awaiting the results of FOIL and FOIA requests. 
b. Surveys: Have received two completed surveys.  Looking for a more targeted 

distribution approach that will account for trust issues within the immigrant 
communities.  Chair Wright has adopted the talking point that the survey provides 
the opportunity to inform local leaders how ICE actions are affecting the 
community.  Also considering the addition of paper surveys. 

7. Communications: HRC Presentations 



a. Chair Wright has prepared a PowerPoint presentation on HRC for use with local 
community groups.  Needs commissioner feedback on the slides. 

8. Events 
a. Keep an eye out for events where we might participate 
b. Continue to brainstorm about International Human Rights Day (12/10) 

i. Consider an intergenerational event to bring age groups together 
9. Organizational Structure:  Appointment Process 

a. Chair Wright has begun considering the work flow process of appointments and 
reappointments to the HRC.   

b. All appointed commissioners have terms ending 12/31/26. 
c. Need input for this process. 

10. Complaints: None Received 
11. Next Meeting: August 13, 2026 at 6:00PM 
12. Motion to Adjourn (1-Brunza, 2-Comency, U) 

a. Adjourned at 7:15PM  
 
 


