
W hy Ha r ves t  R ain wa t er?  

Ideal ly  r ainwater  would inf i l t rate  the  ground  

where  i t  lands ,  b ut  in  ur ban e nvir onments  

this  is  not  a lways p oss ib le.  By  harvest ing  

rainwater,  you red uce the amount  of  storm 

water  which w il l  e nter  the  munic ip al  st orm  

sewer  and  the  comb ined sewer.   

By  reta ining th is  water  on -site,  you benef it  

the Cit y  as a  whole  and y ourse lf .  H arvested  

rainwater  can  be used for  any  number  of  

benef ic ia l  p urposes,  f r om water ing  your  gar-

den to  f lushing your  t oi lets.  

  

Is n’ t  R ainwat er  D i r ty ?  
Though ra inw ater  is  not  potab le,  or  f i t  for  

hum an c ons umpt ion,  i t  c an be repurp osed 

for  a  number  of  benef ic ial  uses.  Comm on 

rainwater  harvest ing  sys tems m ay s imp ly  

reroute  the  downspout  into a p lanter  or  a  

rain garden,  w hich  a l low s the  storm w ater  to 

s low ly  inf i l t r ate  the  gr ound and recharge 

groundw ater.   

Alte rnat ive ly ,  the  d owns pout  can  be con-

nected to  a ra in b arre l ,  and t he s tored  water  

can be used for  i r r igat ion or  other  non -

consumptive  use s.   M ore  intens ive  sy stems  

may inc lude large c iste r ns,  whe re water  is  

stored and  the n d istr ibuted for  use.  Th is  

rainwater  can  be used for  i r r ig at ion,  or  even  

to r un  washing mac hines  and  to i le ts.   
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STORMWATER IS MANAGED USING STORM 

SEWER AS WELL AS BEST MANAGEMENT 

PRACTICES,  WHICH INCLUDE GREEN 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND LOW IMPACT 

DEVELOPMENET  
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 R a in Ba rre ls  

Rain barrels  are  adequate f or  

home use.  B y  connect ing your  

downspout  to  a  ra in  barrel ,  you 

can capture the rainw ater  f rom 

your  roof  which would  otherwi se 

runof f  into  the street s  and eventu-

al ly  the sewe rs.  Manufactured 

barrels  cost  an averag e of  $120,  

but  can be made yoursel f  f or  low 

as  $20.  

 

C is t er ns  

T hese large sto rage ta nks are  f or  

larger  scal e  developments  and 

can store thousands o f  gal lons of  

water  f or  use.  B ef ore use,  water  is  

t reated wi th  U V l ight  or  otherwis e 

to  el iminate contamin at ion.   

Downspout Disconnection 

By disconnecting your downspout, you 

significantly reduce the amount of storm 

water which would either be directly fun-

neled into the storm sewer, or runoff into 

the streets and ultimately the sewer sys-

tem.  

The Math 

1 square foot of catchment area 

X 1 inch of rainfall 

=0.6 gallons 

However, the roof of an average single 

family home is over 1,000 ft2  and even  

with this low estimate 6,000 gallons of 

water may be captured from one inch of 

rainfall. 

Where Should the Downspout 

Go? 

The newly unattached downspout can be 

rerouted so water flows into a planter  or 

rain garden, or into a storage tank such 

as a rain barrel or cistern.   


