
To schedule a meeting with the staff at BEDO, click on the link to the right. 
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BEDO
Binghamton Economic Development Office 
Binghamton Economic Development Office - BEDO
MISSION STATEMENT
In order to further our goal of a desirable, safe city in which all residents can live, work, study, worship, play and have opportunities to improve the quality of their lives, the Binghamton Office of Economic Development (BEDO) is committed to a progressive vision of building and strengthening our diverse community by providing government services that foster economic vitality, sustainable growth, civic engagement, citizen participation and neighborhood stability.

In support of our mission, BEDO works in partnership with citizens, stakeholders in the public and private sectors, and other City departments to:

Strengthen the quality of life in Binghamton’s neighborhoods; 

Preserve and develop decent, safe and affordable housing opportunities and increase homeownership; 

Maintain and improve the vitality of the Downtown and neighborhood business districts; 

Encourage a thriving and sustainable small business sector; 

Foster job growth, employment, and entrepreneurial opportunities; 

Increase civic engagement and citizen participation, especially among Binghamton’s youth; 

Support the delivery of efficient and vibrant community services; and 

Revitalize Binghamton’s use of the rivers and waterfront areas.

Binghamton
Binghamton Engineering Department 
Engineering
The City of Binghamton Engineering Department provides a full range of engineering services to the taxpayers, the Mayor, City Council, and to all other departments within City Hall. In addition to the engineering services, the department fulfills many regulatory, planning and service functions. Our mission is to contribute to the City's revitalization by keeping the roadways, water/sewer systems and parks safe, while at the same time, keeping the city landscape aesthetically pleasing.

About the Department:
The City of Binghamton Engineering Department has responsibilities in the following areas:
Design, management and construction supervision of approximately $30 million in City projects each year. These projects include: street reconstruction, water and sewer systems, parks, bridges and all other infrastructure projects. 

Administration of the City's Sidewalk Rebate Program  
Administration and construction supervision of Street Work Permits 
Maintenance and updates of City maps 
Maintenance of specification standards 


Binghamton
Planning, Housing & Community Development
Planning, Housing & Community Development

MISSION STATEMENT

In order to further our goal of a desirable, safe city in which all residents can live, work, study, worship, play and have opportunities to improve the quality of their lives, the Department of Planning, Housing and Community Development (PHCD) is committed to a progressive vision of building and strengthening our diverse community by providing government services that foster economic vitality, sustainable growth, homeownership and quality housing, civic engagement and empowerment, and neighborhood stability. 

In support of our mission,  PHCD works in partnership with citizens, stakeholders in the public and private sectors, and other city departments to:

Strengthen the quality of life in Binghamton’s neighborhoods; 

Preserve and develop decent, safe and affordable housing opportunities and increase homeownership; 

Maintain and improve the vitality of the Downtown and neighborhood business districts; 

Encourage a thriving and sustainable small business sector; 

Foster job growth, employment, and entrepreneurial opportunities; 

Increase civic engagement and citizen participation, especially among Binghamton’s youth; 

Support the delivery of efficient and vibrant community services; 

Revitalize Binghamton’s use of the rivers and waterfront areas; and 

Think globally, act locally, and plan regionally!


Binghamton
Office of Corporation Counsel
Office of Corporation Counsel
DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW

The Office of Corporation Counsel is responsible for all legal activities related to the City of Binghamton. That includes, representing the Mayor, City Council, department heads and individual employees in their official capacities, in federal, state and local courts, administrative proceedings, workers’ compensation, unemployment, and real property actions.

The Office of Corporation Counsel is also responsible for representing the Planning Commission, the Zoning Board of Appeals, Code Enforcement, the Binghamton Urban Renewal Agency, the Binghamton Local Development Corporation, the Binghamton Parking Authority, and CAUD.

The Corporation Counsel sits, by law, on the Board of Estimate and Apportionment and the Board of Contract and Supply.


Binghamton
Building, Code & Construction
Building, Code & Construction
As part of Mayor Ryan's award-winning Blight Prevention Initiative, the Code Enforcement Office was integrated back into the Building and Construction Office in December 2007 in order to create a centralized office for building inspection services. However, for convenience of our online users, we continue to feature this dedicated webpage for Code Enforcement.
 
Mission Statement
The Building and Code Office enforces a broad range of public health and safety regulations, including: housing, zoning, health, parking, environmental, public nuisance, and other safety codes.  The mission of the Building and Code Office is to protect the health, safety and welfare of the general public by ensuring that all buildings, structures and related equipment are constructed, installed and maintained in compliance with the standards contained in building and safety codes. In support of this mission, the Office works in partnership with citizens, stakeholders in the public and private sectors, and other city departments to establish policies and procedures that:

Are consistent, simple and defensible 
Are practical, workable and enforceable 
Are equitable in the enforcement of all codes 
Minimize confusion and inconvenience 
Increases the availability of information to the public on the internet 
Registers contractors and property owners to protect citizens 
Reduces substandard housing, abandoned or inoperable/unlicensed vehicles, and visual clutter to protect the integrity and improve the quality of neighborhoods. 

General Information:

Permits are required by local law and the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code. 
Assistance is given to owners, developers, builders and design professionals with regard to code reviews and interpretations. 

This office also issues zoning certification to lending institutions, attorneys, prospective buyers and real estate agents.  This service ensures that the property being purchased complies with local ordinances. 



mailto:ecodev@cityofbinghamton.com?Subject=I would like to schedule a meeting with the Binghamton Economic Development Office
www.cityofbinghamton.com
New York State
Innovate NY Fund
Innovate NY Fund
Program Purpose
The Innovate NY Fund is a new $26 million seed stage equity fund to support innovation, job creation, and high growth entrepreneurship throughout the state.   Four to seven competitively selected investment funds will receive approximately $4 to $5 million to invest in technology companies and other high growth firms.

All contracted investment funds must secure at least a 2:1 match from private sources on its aggregate portfolio at the time of investment.  SSBCI funding may not exceed $500,000 per investment or $750,000 in the case of any individual biotechnology related company.  

Participating Investment Funds
A Request for Proposals was released in December to investment entities. It is estimated that four to seven regional or sector-focused investment entities will be awarded approximately $25 million to invest in seed stage companies that have emerging business ideas and products.  A list of selected investment entities will be provided on an update of this post. 

Contact Information:
Small businesses interested in state programs for launch and/or expansion, please contact the NYS Small Business Division at (800) 782-8369 or email:nylovessmbiz@esd.ny.gov. 

New York State
Innovate NY Fund
The Build Now-NY Program 
http://www.esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/Data/BuildNow/index.htm 

Welcome to the Build Now-NY website! Here you will find information about the Shovel Ready Certification, the premier designation available through New York State’s innovative Build Now-NY Program, and about sites that have been the subject of considerable investment in making them ready for development.

Having an economic development site certified as a "Shovel Ready Site" means that the local developer has worked proactively with the State to address all major permitting issues, prior to a business expressing interest in the location. This advance work creates a site where construction can begin rapidly, once a prospective business decides to develop a facility there. By reducing the time it takes a company to begin construction of a new facility, New York State and its local partners are able to provide valuable savings to the business as well as job opportunities for local residents.
Shovel Ready Certification is administered by the Empire State Development (ESD). The program is an ongoing component of the Build Now-NY program, which was introduced in 1998 and has been helping local communities grow jobs ever since.  With a modest State expenditure, Build Now-NY has helped local communities attract substantial private-sector investment and create thousands of jobs for nearby residents. 

Shovel Ready Certification is available to any site in New York State that is suitable for the type of development proposed, has proper zoning and infrastructure, has completed the appropriate surveys and studies, and has received the necessary permits and approvals. A more detailed checklist of required site attributes is available in the Shovel Ready Self Evaluation.

Whether you are an economic developer, a local government official, or a company looking to expand your operations, the Shovel Ready program has something to offer you:

An attractive incentive to lure companies to your site. 

The ability to select the type of development most suited to your community and to develop local “buy in” before a project is announced. 

The ability to substantially expedite any construction project. 

Marketing assistance from Empire State Development. 

Technical assistance and help with permitting issues. 

For more specific information about the Shovel Ready program, visit the resources below:
http://www.esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/Data/BuildNow/index.htm 


New York State
New Markets
Economic Development Fund (EDF) 
http://www.esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/EDF.html

Program Purpose
This program offers financial assistance for projects that promote the economic health of New York State by facilitating the creation and or retention of jobs or the increase of business activity in the State.

Program Highlights
EDF is a flexible program, providing a range of assistance to businesses, municipalities, IDAs and other economic development organizations to ensure that the diversity of business needs are being met by the State.

EDF funds assist with construction, expansion and rehabilitation of facilities; acquisition of machinery and equipment; working capital; and the training of full-time permanent employees. Funds can be used for:
Real Estate and Land Acquisition 
Demolition 
Construction and Renovations 
Site and Infrastructure 
Machinery and Equipment 
Inventory 
Construction Related Planning and Design 
Training 
Soft Costs 
Feasibility Planning Studies 
ESD has used carve outs of EDF funds for such specialized assistance as the Manufacturing Assistance Program and the Build Now-NY Program.

Program Eligibility
Eligible Businesses involved in industrial, manufacturing, warehousing and distribution 
Research and development, high technology, service and other non-retail commercial enterprises 
Not-for-profits 
Local Development Corporations and Industrial Development Agencies 
Municipalities 
Not Eligible
Residential, casino, gambling institutions, legal, medical, nursing services, retail firms in non-distressed areas. 



Binghamton
Micro Enterprise Loans
Micro Enterprise Loans
Loan Guidelines:

Business of five or fewer employees, one must be owner 

Up to $24, 000, up to 5-year term 

Low interest rates, 75% of prime interest rate published in the Wall Street Journal, not to go below 4% 

Uses:
Purchase of fixed assets 
Working capital or inventory 
Application Fee: $125.00
2% non-refundable commitment fee due upon signing of commitment letter.  
  
The following do not qualify for BLDC Loan Program funds: 
  Refinancing 
  Payment for purchases made prior to project approval 
  Speculative buildings or projects 
  Projects where appropriate financing from other sources is available 
  Not-for-Profit entities 
  Residential development 



Binghamton
Commercial Facade Improvement Loans
Commercial Facade Improvement Loans
To improve the overall "curb appeal" of the City's commercial districts, the COMMERCIAL FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM can provide financial assistance to local businesses to upgrade the exterior buildings and historical restoration.

Loan Guidelines:
Up to 75% of total project costs to a maximum of $100,000.
Low interest rates, 75% of prime interest rate published in the Wall Street Journal, not to go below 4% 
Up to 7-year term, determined by BLDC Loan Committee 

Eligibility:
Borrower: Proprietorship, Partnership, Corporation or LLC
Property: properly Zoned for commercial use within the City limits of Binghamton
Verification from the City that project meets zoning and building requirements 

Uses:
Historical restoration on the exterior of the building 
Roof, door and window replacement
Exterior refinishing - masonry, paint 
Application fee: $175.00
2% non-refundable commitment fee due upon signing of commitment letter.
 

The following do not qualify for BLDC Loan Program funds: 
  Refinancing 
  Payment for purchases made prior to project approval 
  Speculative buildings or projects 
  Projects where appropriate financing from other sources is available 
  Not-for-Profit entities 
  Residential development 



Binghamton
Regional Revolving Loan Trust Fund (RRLTF)
Regional Revolving Loan Trust Fund Program (RRLTF) 

Program Purpose
Empire State Development (ESD) has capitalized six Regional Revolving Loan Trust Fund (RRLTF) programs operated by regional not-for-profit organizations in New York State for the purpose of making working capital loans and loan guarantees to small businesses employing fewer than 100 employees. 

Program Highlights
The RRLTF offers working capital loans of up to $75,000 or 50% of the total project cost, whichever is less, and working capital loan guarantees of up to 80% of the loan amount, not to exceed $80,000. Loan terms, interest rates and collateral requirements are determined by the administering corporations and their loan committees. 

Eligibility
Priority is given to projects which:
Create or retain jobs 
Are located in distressed areas 
Are owned by minority or women entrepreneurs or firms which employ minorities, women or displaced workers 
Leverage other public and or private dollars 

Application Process
The organizations which manage RRLTF programs conduct their own loan fund marketing, intake, applicant screening, credit analysis, closings and loan servicing. A written business plan, business and personal financial statements and financial projections are required of all applicants.



Binghamton
BLDC Special Project Fund
Contact the Binghamton Economic Development Office to find out more about this program.


Binghamton
Revolving Loan Fund
Revolving Fund Loans
Loan Guidelines:
Up to 40% of the total project cost, to a maximum of $250,000, whichever is less 
Low interest rate, 75% of the prime interest rate published in the Wall Street Journal, not to go below 4% 
Terms to match the security or collateral, up to 20 years in some cases. 

Eligibility
Borrower: Proprietorship, Partnership, Corporation or LLC 
Property: Properly Zoned for commercial use within the City limits of Binghamton 
Verification from the City that project meets zoning & building requirements 

Uses:  
Acquisition of land, building, machinery, equipment, furniture/fixtures; development, rehabilitation, renovation, improvement of land, building and facilities. Pollution control and related improvements.
Other project activities deemed by the BLDC Board of Directors to be within the general interest and purpose of it's mission and consistent with federal guidelines and current HUD requirements.

Application fee: $175.00
2% non-refundable commitment fee due upon signing of commitment letter.


Broome County IDA
STEED REVOLVING LOAN FUND PROGRAM
The Southern Tier East Economic Development Revolving Loan Fund Program (STEED)
1. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
The Southern Tier East Economic Development Revolving Loan Fund Program (STEED) is designed to
stimulate the creation and expansion of small business for the purpose of retaining and/or creating jobs
in Broome, Chenango, Cortland, Delaware, Otsego, Tompkins, Tioga and Schoharie Counties of New York
State (the eight county STEED Region).
The STEED RLF provides low interest financing to small business concerns unable to fully finance their
projects with equity, conventional financing, or other private and public sources.
2. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
One of the major problems in local business development, and a significant contributing factor to local
economic distress, is the problem of credit availability. Even when available, the cost and terms of the
credit may prevent firms from expanding, continuing operations, or starting up. The result may be a community's loss of jobs, tax revenues and private investment.
While the STEED RLF is not a substitute for conventional financing, it can fill in the gaps in existing local financial markets and attract additional capital, which would otherwise not be available for economic
development.
3. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The STEED RLF Program is primarily designed to assist start-up and existing firms in the eight County
STEED Region by offering low interest financial support for the purchase of fixed capital assets or
working capital. Eligible businesses may finance up to 40% of a project's cost up to a maximum of
$200,000.
Initial participation by conventional lending institutions is preferred, and STEED will take a subordinated
security position to the bank, thus assisting less established firms in forming a banking relationship.
However, in the event that conventional lending institutions choose not to participate STEED may provide
direct lending up to 50% of a project’s cost up to $200,000 in conjunction with an equity investment or in
conjunction with other funding sources and an equity investment. Since STEED participation in a project
must not displace local commercial lenders, a request for direct STEED financing must be accompanied
by a commercial lender letter declining participation. If warranted loans may also be granted that require
interest only payments for specific terms.
The successful applicant must be able to document that the planned project will result in job creation
and/or retention.
4. ELIGIBILITY
AREA: STEED borrowers must use loan proceeds in operations located within the eight County STEED
Region.
For more information please visit the Broome IDA website: www.bcida.com
http://www.bcida.com/pdf/STEED-Loan-Program.pdf

Phone: (607) 584-9000
Key Personnel:
Richard D'Attilio, Executive Director Email:rda@bcida.comx102 
Tom Gray, Director of Business Development & Loan FundsEmail:tmg@bcida.com x104
Ruth Fiato, Executive AssistantEmail:rlf@bcida.com x101
Margaret Scarinzi, Economic Development Coordinator Email:mjs@bcida.com x105
Patrick Doyle, Director, Business Development Email:pjd@bcida.com x103


Broome County IDA
Business Development Fund
Business Development Fund
Program Guidelines and Operating Criteria
1. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
The Business Development Fund Program is designed to stimulate the creation and expansion of small business for the purpose of retaining and/or creating jobs in Broome County. The Business Development Fund Program provides low interest financing to small business concerns unable to fully finance their
projects with equity, conventional financing, or other private and public sources.
2. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
One of the major problems in local business development, and a significant contributing factor to local economic distress, is the problem of credit availability. Even when available, the cost and terms of the credit may prevent firms from expanding, continuing operations, or starting up. The result may be a community's loss of jobs, tax revenues and private investment.
While the Business Development Fund Program is not a substitute for conventional financing, it can fill in the gaps in existing local financial markets and attract additional capital, which would otherwise not be available for economic
development.
3. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The Business Development Fund Program (BDF) Program is primarily designed to assist start-up and existing firms in Broome County by offering low interest financial support for the purchase of fixed capital assets or working capital. Eligible businesses may finance up to 40% of a project's cost up to a maximum of $200,000.
Initial participation by conventional lending institutions is preferred, and BDF will take a subordinated
security position to the bank, thus assisting less established firms in forming a banking relationship. However, in the event that conventional lending institutions choose not to participate, BDF may provide direct lending up to 90% of a project’s cost up to $200,000, in conjunction with an equity investment or in conjunction with other funding sources and an equity investment. Since BDF participation in a project must not displace local commercial lenders, a request for direct BDF financing may require a letter from a commercial lender declining participation. If warranted loans may also be
granted that require interest only payments for specific terms.
The successful applicant must be able to document that the planned project will result in job creation
and/or retention.
4. ELIGIBILITY
AREA: BDF borrowers must use loan proceeds in operations located within Broome County.

For more information please visit the Broome IDA website: www.bcida.com

Phone: (607) 584-9000
Key Personnel:
Richard D'Attilio, Executive Director Email:rda@bcida.comx102 
Tom Gray, Director of Business Development & Loan FundsEmail:tmg@bcida.com x104
Ruth Fiato, Executive AssistantEmail:rlf@bcida.com x101
Margaret Scarinzi, Economic Development Coordinator Email:mjs@bcida.com x105
Patrick Doyle, Director, Business Development Email:pjd@bcida.com x103


Binghamton
Revolving Loan Fund
Private Activity Bond Cap (Industrial Development Bond Cap)
www.empire.state.ny.us/BusinessPrograms.html
Up to $350 million from the Federal IDB Cap allocation will be available for State and local government issuers to sell tax exempt bonds for private projects that demonstrate a public purpose.

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS/PROJECT TYPES:

Qualifying projects must be eligible under the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) sections 142-144, and 1394 which include:

Multi-family and/or elderly rental housing for low income residents;
Residential Rental Facilities;
Small manufacturing Projects;
Local furnishing of electric energy or gas;
Local district heating or cooling facilities;
Sewage facilities and solid waste disposal facilities;
First-time farmer's property, equipment, and other capital improvements;
Utility projects, including water, sewer, electric and gas;
Bonds issued to provide loans for first time homebuyers (homeownership)

CONTACT/ADDITIONAL PROGRAM INFORMATION:

For more information eligible applicants should contact George LaPointe at the Empire State Development, 30 South Pearl St, Albany, NY, call 518 292-5307 or http://www.empire.state.ny.us/BusinessPrograms.html.


US Department of the Interior - National Park Service
Historic Preservation Tax Credit
HISTORIC TAX CREDITS
US Department of the Interior - National Park Service
Tax Incentives for Preserving Historic Properties
http://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives.htm

The Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives program encourages private sector investment in the rehabilitation and re-use of historic buildings. It creates jobs and is one of the nation's most successful and cost-effective community revitalization programs. It has leveraged over $62 billion in private investment to preserve 38,000 historic properties since 1976. The National Park Service and the HYPERLINK "http://www.irs.gov/" \t "_new"Internal Revenue Service administer the program in partnership with HYPERLINK "http://www.ncshpo.org/" \t "_new"State Historic Preservation Offices.
20% Tax Credit
A 20% income tax credit is available for the rehabilitation of historic, income-producing buildings that are determined by the Secretary of the Interior, through the National Park Service, to be “certified historic structures.” The State Historic Preservation Offices and the National Park Service review the rehabilitation work to ensure that it complies with the HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation.htm"Secretary’s Standards for Rehabilitation. The Internal Revenue Service defines qualified rehabilitation expenses on which the credit may be taken. Owner-occupied residential properties do not qualify for the federal rehabilitation tax credit. Learn more about this credit HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives/before-you-apply.htm"before you apply.
Each year, Technical Preservation Services approves approximately 1000 projects, leveraging nearly $4 billion annually in private investment in the rehabilitation of historic buildings across the country.
10% Tax Credit
The 10% tax credit is available for the rehabilitation of non-historic buildings placed in service before 1936. The building must be rehabilitated for non-residential use. In order to qualify for the tax credit, the rehabilitation must meet three criteria: at least 50% of the existing external walls must remain in place as external walls, at least 75% of the existing external walls must remain in place as either external or internal walls, and at least 75% of the internal structural framework must remain in place. There is no formal review process for rehabilitations of non-historic buildings. Learn more about this credit in HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives/taxdocs/about-tax-incentives.pdf" \t "_new"Historic Preservation Tax Incentives.
Tax Benefits for Historic Preservation Easements
A historic preservation easement is a voluntary legal agreement, typically in the form of a deed, that permanently protects an historic property. Through the easement, a property owner places restrictions on the development of or changes to the historic property, then transfers these restrictions to a preservation or conservation organization. A historic property owner who donates an easement may be eligible for tax benefits, such as a Federal income tax deduction. Easement rules are complex, so property owners interested in the potential tax benefits of an easement donation should consult with their accountant or tax attorney. Learn more about easements in Easements to Protect Historic Properties: A Useful Historic Preservation Tool with Potential Tax Benefits.

NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation
NYS Tax Credit Program for Income Producing Properties

This tax credit must be used with the Federal Investment Tax Credit Program for Income Producing Properties. Owners of income producing properties that have been approved to receive the 20% federal rehabilitation tax credit automatically qualify for the additional state tax credit if the property is located in an eligible census tract. Owners can receive an additional 20% of the qualified rehabilitation expenditures up to $5,000,000 *. In order to qualify, the placed-in-service date must be after January 1, 2010. There is no application form. After Part 1 and Part 2 of the federal application are approved by the National Park Service, The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation will issue a certification form allowing owners to take the state credit.


Binghamton
Tax Abatements
Contact the Binghamton Economic Development Office to find out more about this program.


New York State
New Markets
New Markets Tax Credits
http://esd.ny.gov/businessPrograms/NewMarketsTaxCredits.html

The New Markets Tax Credit program subsidizes long-term capital investment in order to foster job creation and community development in Low-Income Communities throughout New York State. Empire State Development (ESD) has available interest-only loans at below-market rates, a portion of which may be forgiven upon maturity. In May 2009, ESD received a $30 million allocation of federal New Markets Tax Credits (NMTCs) under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. With this allocation, ESD expects to originate three or four loans by the end of 2011.

Program Eligibility
Low-Income Community
Borrowers must be located in a census tract with the following indicia relative to the statewide metropolitan medians:
Poverty rate at least 20% or median family income at below 80%. 
Additionally, preference will be given to borrowers in non-metropolitan counties and or in census tracts with unemployment at above 1.5x national average. 

Project Types
Capital expenditures for operating companies (real estate loans for acquisition new construction substantial rehabilitation; or machinery and equipment loans). 

Real estate developments: industrial; commercial, including office and retail; mixed-use including residential component in limited circumstances (see below). 

Not EligibleFunding is not available for real estate developments containing residential development that is for-sale; in which residential rental income may exceed 80% of gross rental income; or in which Low-Income Housing Tax Credits are used.

Funding preferencesFunding preference will be given to projects meeting the following criteria:
Total development costs between $5 million and $25 million (no more than $10 million of allocation will be devoted to a single borrower). 

Projects that are likely to create new jobs and or retained jobs at risk of being lost, with preferences as follows:Operating companies: at least 1 permanent job per $38,000 of total investment.Real estate developments: at least 1 permanent job per 350 square feet developed. 
Project Readiness75% of project financing has been identified. If bank debt is involved, the prospective lender has prior experience with NMTC financing.Construction loan closing is likely to occur within 9 months. 
Other New York State InvolvementNY State is providing other forms of assistance that may be used to leverage the NMTC financing. 

Application Process
Determine whether the project is located in a Low-Income Community by visiting the Address Qualification Site.

If the project is located in a low-income community, your ESD Regional Offices will then screen potential projects for suitability.


New York State
Innovate NY Fund
Innovate NY Fund
Program Purpose
The Innovate NY Fund is a new $26 million seed stage equity fund to support innovation, job creation, and high growth entrepreneurship throughout the state.   Four to seven competitively selected investment funds will receive approximately $4 to $5 million to invest in technology companies and other high growth firms.

All contracted investment funds must secure at least a 2:1 match from private sources on its aggregate portfolio at the time of investment.  SSBCI funding may not exceed $500,000 per investment or $750,000 in the case of any individual biotechnology related company.  

Participating Investment Funds
A Request for Proposals was released in December to investment entities. It is estimated that four to seven regional or sector-focused investment entities will be awarded approximately $25 million to invest in seed stage companies that have emerging business ideas and products.  A list of selected investment entities will be provided on an update of this post. 

Contact Information:
Small businesses interested in state programs for launch and/or expansion, please contact the NYS Small Business Division at (800) 782-8369 or email:nylovessmbiz@esd.ny.gov. 

New York State
Innovate NY Fund
The Build Now-NY Program 
http://www.esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/Data/BuildNow/index.htm 

Welcome to the Build Now-NY website! Here you will find information about the Shovel Ready Certification, the premier designation available through New York State’s innovative Build Now-NY Program, and about sites that have been the subject of considerable investment in making them ready for development.

Having an economic development site certified as a "Shovel Ready Site" means that the local developer has worked proactively with the State to address all major permitting issues, prior to a business expressing interest in the location. This advance work creates a site where construction can begin rapidly, once a prospective business decides to develop a facility there. By reducing the time it takes a company to begin construction of a new facility, New York State and its local partners are able to provide valuable savings to the business as well as job opportunities for local residents.
Shovel Ready Certification is administered by the Empire State Development (ESD). The program is an ongoing component of the Build Now-NY program, which was introduced in 1998 and has been helping local communities grow jobs ever since.  With a modest State expenditure, Build Now-NY has helped local communities attract substantial private-sector investment and create thousands of jobs for nearby residents. 

Shovel Ready Certification is available to any site in New York State that is suitable for the type of development proposed, has proper zoning and infrastructure, has completed the appropriate surveys and studies, and has received the necessary permits and approvals. A more detailed checklist of required site attributes is available in the Shovel Ready Self Evaluation.

Whether you are an economic developer, a local government official, or a company looking to expand your operations, the Shovel Ready program has something to offer you:

An attractive incentive to lure companies to your site. 

The ability to select the type of development most suited to your community and to develop local “buy in” before a project is announced. 

The ability to substantially expedite any construction project. 

Marketing assistance from Empire State Development. 

Technical assistance and help with permitting issues. 

For more specific information about the Shovel Ready program, visit the resources below:
http://www.esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/Data/BuildNow/index.htm 


New York State
New Markets
Economic Development Fund (EDF) 
http://www.esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/EDF.html

Program Purpose
This program offers financial assistance for projects that promote the economic health of New York State by facilitating the creation and or retention of jobs or the increase of business activity in the State.

Program Highlights
EDF is a flexible program, providing a range of assistance to businesses, municipalities, IDAs and other economic development organizations to ensure that the diversity of business needs are being met by the State.

EDF funds assist with construction, expansion and rehabilitation of facilities; acquisition of machinery and equipment; working capital; and the training of full-time permanent employees. Funds can be used for:
Real Estate and Land Acquisition 
Demolition 
Construction and Renovations 
Site and Infrastructure 
Machinery and Equipment 
Inventory 
Construction Related Planning and Design 
Training 
Soft Costs 
Feasibility Planning Studies 
ESD has used carve outs of EDF funds for such specialized assistance as the Manufacturing Assistance Program and the Build Now-NY Program.

Program Eligibility
Eligible Businesses involved in industrial, manufacturing, warehousing and distribution 
Research and development, high technology, service and other non-retail commercial enterprises 
Not-for-profits 
Local Development Corporations and Industrial Development Agencies 
Municipalities 
Not Eligible
Residential, casino, gambling institutions, legal, medical, nursing services, retail firms in non-distressed areas. 



New York State
Industrial & Process Efficiency Program
Industrial and Process Efficiency 
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Page-Sections/Commercial-and-Industrial/Programs/Industrial-and-Process-Efficiency.aspx

More Than $100 Million Available to Improve Productivity and Your Bottom Line
NYSERDA’s Industrial and Process Efficiency (IPE) Program provides performance-based incentives to manufacturers and data centers implementing energy efficiency and process improvements which will reduce your costs.
IPE's goal is to help manufacturers and data centers increase product output and data processing as efficiently as possible. Therefore, our incentives are calculated, when appropriate, based on a reduction in energy usage per unit of production or workload.
Incentives are available for: 
New Construction and Existing Facilities 
Manufacturing Facilities and Data Centers 
Electricity and Natural Gas Savings 
 
Applications to the Industrial and Process Efficiency Program will be accepted through the Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) on a first-come, first-served basis through 5:00 p.m. ET on December 31, 2015, or until funds are exhausted.
Contact Us
The IPE team will work with you to identify projects, visit your site, meet with your team and assist with the application process. To begin working with a member of the IPE Team contact us.
How to Apply
Get started today! Fill out an application at :
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Funding-Opportunities/Consolidated-Funding-Application.aspx
The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) is at the heart of the clean technology market in New York, providing key services of clean energy businesses and bringing together like-minded groups and organizations.
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Page-Sections/Commercial-and-Industrial/Programs/Industrial-and-Process-Efficiency.aspx


Binghamton
Micro Enterprise Loans
Micro Enterprise Loans
Loan Guidelines:

Business of five or fewer employees, one must be owner 

Up to $24, 000, up to 5-year term 

Low interest rates, 75% of prime interest rate published in the Wall Street Journal, not to go below 4% 

Uses:
Purchase of fixed assets 
Working capital or inventory 
Application Fee: $125.00
2% non-refundable commitment fee due upon signing of commitment letter.  
  
The following do not qualify for BLDC Loan Program funds: 
  Refinancing 
  Payment for purchases made prior to project approval 
  Speculative buildings or projects 
  Projects where appropriate financing from other sources is available 
  Not-for-Profit entities 
  Residential development 


Binghamton
Revolving Loan Fund
Revolving Fund Loans
Loan Guidelines:
Up to 40% of the total project cost, to a maximum of $250,000, whichever is less 
Low interest rate, 75% of the prime interest rate published in the Wall Street Journal, not to go below 4% 
Terms to match the security or collateral, up to 20 years in some cases. 

Eligibility
Borrower: Proprietorship, Partnership, Corporation or LLC 
Property: Properly Zoned for commercial use within the City limits of Binghamton 
Verification from the City that project meets zoning & building requirements 

Uses:  
Acquisition of land, building, machinery, equipment, furniture/fixtures; development, rehabilitation, renovation, improvement of land, building and facilities. Pollution control and related improvements.
Other project activities deemed by the BLDC Board of Directors to be within the general interest and purpose of it's mission and consistent with federal guidelines and current HUD requirements.

Application fee: $175.00
2% non-refundable commitment fee due upon signing of commitment letter.


Broome County IDA
STEED REVOLVING LOAN FUND PROGRAM
The Southern Tier East Economic Development Revolving Loan Fund Program (STEED)
1. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
The Southern Tier East Economic Development Revolving Loan Fund Program (STEED) is designed to
stimulate the creation and expansion of small business for the purpose of retaining and/or creating jobs
in Broome, Chenango, Cortland, Delaware, Otsego, Tompkins, Tioga and Schoharie Counties of New York
State (the eight county STEED Region).
The STEED RLF provides low interest financing to small business concerns unable to fully finance their
projects with equity, conventional financing, or other private and public sources.
2. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
One of the major problems in local business development, and a significant contributing factor to local
economic distress, is the problem of credit availability. Even when available, the cost and terms of the
credit may prevent firms from expanding, continuing operations, or starting up. The result may be a community's loss of jobs, tax revenues and private investment.
While the STEED RLF is not a substitute for conventional financing, it can fill in the gaps in existing local financial markets and attract additional capital, which would otherwise not be available for economic
development.
3. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The STEED RLF Program is primarily designed to assist start-up and existing firms in the eight County
STEED Region by offering low interest financial support for the purchase of fixed capital assets or
working capital. Eligible businesses may finance up to 40% of a project's cost up to a maximum of
$200,000.
Initial participation by conventional lending institutions is preferred, and STEED will take a subordinated
security position to the bank, thus assisting less established firms in forming a banking relationship.
However, in the event that conventional lending institutions choose not to participate STEED may provide
direct lending up to 50% of a project’s cost up to $200,000 in conjunction with an equity investment or in
conjunction with other funding sources and an equity investment. Since STEED participation in a project
must not displace local commercial lenders, a request for direct STEED financing must be accompanied
by a commercial lender letter declining participation. If warranted loans may also be granted that require
interest only payments for specific terms.
The successful applicant must be able to document that the planned project will result in job creation
and/or retention.
4. ELIGIBILITY
AREA: STEED borrowers must use loan proceeds in operations located within the eight County STEED
Region.
For more information please visit the Broome IDA website: www.bcida.com
http://www.bcida.com/pdf/STEED-Loan-Program.pdf

Phone: (607) 584-9000
Key Personnel:
Richard D'Attilio, Executive Director Email:rda@bcida.comx102 
Tom Gray, Director of Business Development & Loan FundsEmail:tmg@bcida.com x104
Ruth Fiato, Executive AssistantEmail:rlf@bcida.com x101
Margaret Scarinzi, Economic Development Coordinator Email:mjs@bcida.com x105
Patrick Doyle, Director, Business Development Email:pjd@bcida.com x103


Broome County IDA
Business Development Fund
Business Development Fund
Program Guidelines and Operating Criteria
1. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
The Business Development Fund Program is designed to stimulate the creation and expansion of small business for the purpose of retaining and/or creating jobs in Broome County. The Business Development Fund Program provides low interest financing to small business concerns unable to fully finance their
projects with equity, conventional financing, or other private and public sources.
2. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
One of the major problems in local business development, and a significant contributing factor to local economic distress, is the problem of credit availability. Even when available, the cost and terms of the credit may prevent firms from expanding, continuing operations, or starting up. The result may be a community's loss of jobs, tax revenues and private investment.
While the Business Development Fund Program is not a substitute for conventional financing, it can fill in the gaps in existing local financial markets and attract additional capital, which would otherwise not be available for economic
development.
3. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The Business Development Fund Program (BDF) Program is primarily designed to assist start-up and existing firms in Broome County by offering low interest financial support for the purchase of fixed capital assets or working capital. Eligible businesses may finance up to 40% of a project's cost up to a maximum of $200,000.
Initial participation by conventional lending institutions is preferred, and BDF will take a subordinated
security position to the bank, thus assisting less established firms in forming a banking relationship. However, in the event that conventional lending institutions choose not to participate, BDF may provide direct lending up to 90% of a project’s cost up to $200,000, in conjunction with an equity investment or in conjunction with other funding sources and an equity investment. Since BDF participation in a project must not displace local commercial lenders, a request for direct BDF financing may require a letter from a commercial lender declining participation. If warranted loans may also be
granted that require interest only payments for specific terms.
The successful applicant must be able to document that the planned project will result in job creation
and/or retention.
4. ELIGIBILITY
AREA: BDF borrowers must use loan proceeds in operations located within Broome County.

For more information please visit the Broome IDA website: www.bcida.com

Phone: (607) 584-9000
Key Personnel:
Richard D'Attilio, Executive Director Email:rda@bcida.comx102 
Tom Gray, Director of Business Development & Loan FundsEmail:tmg@bcida.com x104
Ruth Fiato, Executive AssistantEmail:rlf@bcida.com x101
Margaret Scarinzi, Economic Development Coordinator Email:mjs@bcida.com x105
Patrick Doyle, Director, Business Development Email:pjd@bcida.com x103

Binghamton
Regional Revolving Loan Trust Fund (RRLTF)
Regional Revolving Loan Trust Fund Program (RRLTF) 

Program Purpose
Empire State Development (ESD) has capitalized six Regional Revolving Loan Trust Fund (RRLTF) programs operated by regional not-for-profit organizations in New York State for the purpose of making working capital loans and loan guarantees to small businesses employing fewer than 100 employees. 

Program Highlights
The RRLTF offers working capital loans of up to $75,000 or 50% of the total project cost, whichever is less, and working capital loan guarantees of up to 80% of the loan amount, not to exceed $80,000. Loan terms, interest rates and collateral requirements are determined by the administering corporations and their loan committees. 

Eligibility
Priority is given to projects which:
Create or retain jobs 
Are located in distressed areas 
Are owned by minority or women entrepreneurs or firms which employ minorities, women or displaced workers 
Leverage other public and or private dollars 

Application Process
The organizations which manage RRLTF programs conduct their own loan fund marketing, intake, applicant screening, credit analysis, closings and loan servicing. A written business plan, business and personal financial statements and financial projections are required of all applicants.



Binghamton
Revolving Loan Fund
Private Activity Bond Cap (Industrial Development Bond Cap)
www.empire.state.ny.us/BusinessPrograms.html
Up to $350 million from the Federal IDB Cap allocation will be available for State and local government issuers to sell tax exempt bonds for private projects that demonstrate a public purpose.

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS/PROJECT TYPES:

Qualifying projects must be eligible under the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) sections 142-144, and 1394 which include:

Multi-family and/or elderly rental housing for low income residents;
Residential Rental Facilities;
Small manufacturing Projects;
Local furnishing of electric energy or gas;
Local district heating or cooling facilities;
Sewage facilities and solid waste disposal facilities;
First-time farmer's property, equipment, and other capital improvements;
Utility projects, including water, sewer, electric and gas;
Bonds issued to provide loans for first time homebuyers (homeownership)

CONTACT/ADDITIONAL PROGRAM INFORMATION:

For more information eligible applicants should contact George LaPointe at the Empire State Development, 30 South Pearl St, Albany, NY, call 518 292-5307 or http://www.empire.state.ny.us/BusinessPrograms.html.


US Department of the Interior - National Park Service
Historic Preservation Tax Credit
HISTORIC TAX CREDITS
US Department of the Interior - National Park Service
Tax Incentives for Preserving Historic Properties
http://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives.htm

The Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives program encourages private sector investment in the rehabilitation and re-use of historic buildings. It creates jobs and is one of the nation's most successful and cost-effective community revitalization programs. It has leveraged over $62 billion in private investment to preserve 38,000 historic properties since 1976. The National Park Service and the HYPERLINK "http://www.irs.gov/" \t "_new"Internal Revenue Service administer the program in partnership with HYPERLINK "http://www.ncshpo.org/" \t "_new"State Historic Preservation Offices.
20% Tax Credit
A 20% income tax credit is available for the rehabilitation of historic, income-producing buildings that are determined by the Secretary of the Interior, through the National Park Service, to be “certified historic structures.” The State Historic Preservation Offices and the National Park Service review the rehabilitation work to ensure that it complies with the HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation.htm"Secretary’s Standards for Rehabilitation. The Internal Revenue Service defines qualified rehabilitation expenses on which the credit may be taken. Owner-occupied residential properties do not qualify for the federal rehabilitation tax credit. Learn more about this credit HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives/before-you-apply.htm"before you apply.
Each year, Technical Preservation Services approves approximately 1000 projects, leveraging nearly $4 billion annually in private investment in the rehabilitation of historic buildings across the country.
10% Tax Credit
The 10% tax credit is available for the rehabilitation of non-historic buildings placed in service before 1936. The building must be rehabilitated for non-residential use. In order to qualify for the tax credit, the rehabilitation must meet three criteria: at least 50% of the existing external walls must remain in place as external walls, at least 75% of the existing external walls must remain in place as either external or internal walls, and at least 75% of the internal structural framework must remain in place. There is no formal review process for rehabilitations of non-historic buildings. Learn more about this credit in HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives/taxdocs/about-tax-incentives.pdf" \t "_new"Historic Preservation Tax Incentives.
Tax Benefits for Historic Preservation Easements
A historic preservation easement is a voluntary legal agreement, typically in the form of a deed, that permanently protects an historic property. Through the easement, a property owner places restrictions on the development of or changes to the historic property, then transfers these restrictions to a preservation or conservation organization. A historic property owner who donates an easement may be eligible for tax benefits, such as a Federal income tax deduction. Easement rules are complex, so property owners interested in the potential tax benefits of an easement donation should consult with their accountant or tax attorney. Learn more about easements in Easements to Protect Historic Properties: A Useful Historic Preservation Tool with Potential Tax Benefits.

NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation
NYS Tax Credit Program for Income Producing Properties

This tax credit must be used with the Federal Investment Tax Credit Program for Income Producing Properties. Owners of income producing properties that have been approved to receive the 20% federal rehabilitation tax credit automatically qualify for the additional state tax credit if the property is located in an eligible census tract. Owners can receive an additional 20% of the qualified rehabilitation expenditures up to $5,000,000 *. In order to qualify, the placed-in-service date must be after January 1, 2010. There is no application form. After Part 1 and Part 2 of the federal application are approved by the National Park Service, The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation will issue a certification form allowing owners to take the state credit.


Binghamton
Tax Abatements
Contact the Binghamton Economic Development Office to find out more about this program.


New York State
New Markets
New Markets Tax Credits
http://esd.ny.gov/businessPrograms/NewMarketsTaxCredits.html

The New Markets Tax Credit program subsidizes long-term capital investment in order to foster job creation and community development in Low-Income Communities throughout New York State. Empire State Development (ESD) has available interest-only loans at below-market rates, a portion of which may be forgiven upon maturity. In May 2009, ESD received a $30 million allocation of federal New Markets Tax Credits (NMTCs) under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. With this allocation, ESD expects to originate three or four loans by the end of 2011.

Program Eligibility
Low-Income Community
Borrowers must be located in a census tract with the following indicia relative to the statewide metropolitan medians:
Poverty rate at least 20% or median family income at below 80%. 
Additionally, preference will be given to borrowers in non-metropolitan counties and or in census tracts with unemployment at above 1.5x national average. 

Project Types
Capital expenditures for operating companies (real estate loans for acquisition new construction substantial rehabilitation; or machinery and equipment loans). 

Real estate developments: industrial; commercial, including office and retail; mixed-use including residential component in limited circumstances (see below). 

Not EligibleFunding is not available for real estate developments containing residential development that is for-sale; in which residential rental income may exceed 80% of gross rental income; or in which Low-Income Housing Tax Credits are used.

Funding preferencesFunding preference will be given to projects meeting the following criteria:
Total development costs between $5 million and $25 million (no more than $10 million of allocation will be devoted to a single borrower). 

Projects that are likely to create new jobs and or retained jobs at risk of being lost, with preferences as follows:Operating companies: at least 1 permanent job per $38,000 of total investment.Real estate developments: at least 1 permanent job per 350 square feet developed. 
Project Readiness75% of project financing has been identified. If bank debt is involved, the prospective lender has prior experience with NMTC financing.Construction loan closing is likely to occur within 9 months. 
Other New York State InvolvementNY State is providing other forms of assistance that may be used to leverage the NMTC financing. 

Application Process
Determine whether the project is located in a Low-Income Community by visiting the Address Qualification Site.

If the project is located in a low-income community, your ESD Regional Offices will then screen potential projects for suitability.


Binghamton
Micro Enterprise Loans
Micro Enterprise Loans
Loan Guidelines:

Business of five or fewer employees, one must be owner 

Up to $24, 000, up to 5-year term 

Low interest rates, 75% of prime interest rate published in the Wall Street Journal, not to go below 4% 

Uses:
Purchase of fixed assets 
Working capital or inventory 
Application Fee: $125.00
2% non-refundable commitment fee due upon signing of commitment letter.  
  
The following do not qualify for BLDC Loan Program funds: 
  Refinancing 
  Payment for purchases made prior to project approval 
  Speculative buildings or projects 
  Projects where appropriate financing from other sources is available 
  Not-for-Profit entities 
  Residential development 


Binghamton
Revolving Loan Fund
Revolving Fund Loans
Loan Guidelines:
Up to 40% of the total project cost, to a maximum of $250,000, whichever is less 
Low interest rate, 75% of the prime interest rate published in the Wall Street Journal, not to go below 4% 
Terms to match the security or collateral, up to 20 years in some cases. 

Eligibility
Borrower: Proprietorship, Partnership, Corporation or LLC 
Property: Properly Zoned for commercial use within the City limits of Binghamton 
Verification from the City that project meets zoning & building requirements 

Uses:  
Acquisition of land, building, machinery, equipment, furniture/fixtures; development, rehabilitation, renovation, improvement of land, building and facilities. Pollution control and related improvements.
Other project activities deemed by the BLDC Board of Directors to be within the general interest and purpose of it's mission and consistent with federal guidelines and current HUD requirements.

Application fee: $175.00
2% non-refundable commitment fee due upon signing of commitment letter.


US Department of the Interior - National Park Service
Historic Preservation Tax Credit
HISTORIC TAX CREDITS
US Department of the Interior - National Park Service
Tax Incentives for Preserving Historic Properties
http://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives.htm

The Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives program encourages private sector investment in the rehabilitation and re-use of historic buildings. It creates jobs and is one of the nation's most successful and cost-effective community revitalization programs. It has leveraged over $62 billion in private investment to preserve 38,000 historic properties since 1976. The National Park Service and the HYPERLINK "http://www.irs.gov/" \t "_new"Internal Revenue Service administer the program in partnership with HYPERLINK "http://www.ncshpo.org/" \t "_new"State Historic Preservation Offices.
20% Tax Credit
A 20% income tax credit is available for the rehabilitation of historic, income-producing buildings that are determined by the Secretary of the Interior, through the National Park Service, to be “certified historic structures.” The State Historic Preservation Offices and the National Park Service review the rehabilitation work to ensure that it complies with the HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation.htm"Secretary’s Standards for Rehabilitation. The Internal Revenue Service defines qualified rehabilitation expenses on which the credit may be taken. Owner-occupied residential properties do not qualify for the federal rehabilitation tax credit. Learn more about this credit HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives/before-you-apply.htm"before you apply.
Each year, Technical Preservation Services approves approximately 1000 projects, leveraging nearly $4 billion annually in private investment in the rehabilitation of historic buildings across the country.
10% Tax Credit
The 10% tax credit is available for the rehabilitation of non-historic buildings placed in service before 1936. The building must be rehabilitated for non-residential use. In order to qualify for the tax credit, the rehabilitation must meet three criteria: at least 50% of the existing external walls must remain in place as external walls, at least 75% of the existing external walls must remain in place as either external or internal walls, and at least 75% of the internal structural framework must remain in place. There is no formal review process for rehabilitations of non-historic buildings. Learn more about this credit in HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives/taxdocs/about-tax-incentives.pdf" \t "_new"Historic Preservation Tax Incentives.
Tax Benefits for Historic Preservation Easements
A historic preservation easement is a voluntary legal agreement, typically in the form of a deed, that permanently protects an historic property. Through the easement, a property owner places restrictions on the development of or changes to the historic property, then transfers these restrictions to a preservation or conservation organization. A historic property owner who donates an easement may be eligible for tax benefits, such as a Federal income tax deduction. Easement rules are complex, so property owners interested in the potential tax benefits of an easement donation should consult with their accountant or tax attorney. Learn more about easements in Easements to Protect Historic Properties: A Useful Historic Preservation Tool with Potential Tax Benefits.

NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation
NYS Tax Credit Program for Income Producing Properties

This tax credit must be used with the Federal Investment Tax Credit Program for Income Producing Properties. Owners of income producing properties that have been approved to receive the 20% federal rehabilitation tax credit automatically qualify for the additional state tax credit if the property is located in an eligible census tract. Owners can receive an additional 20% of the qualified rehabilitation expenditures up to $5,000,000 *. In order to qualify, the placed-in-service date must be after January 1, 2010. There is no application form. After Part 1 and Part 2 of the federal application are approved by the National Park Service, The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation will issue a certification form allowing owners to take the state credit.


Binghamton
Tax Abatements
Contact the Binghamton Economic Development Office to find out more about this program.


New York State
New Markets
New Markets Tax Credits
http://esd.ny.gov/businessPrograms/NewMarketsTaxCredits.html

The New Markets Tax Credit program subsidizes long-term capital investment in order to foster job creation and community development in Low-Income Communities throughout New York State. Empire State Development (ESD) has available interest-only loans at below-market rates, a portion of which may be forgiven upon maturity. In May 2009, ESD received a $30 million allocation of federal New Markets Tax Credits (NMTCs) under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. With this allocation, ESD expects to originate three or four loans by the end of 2011.

Program Eligibility
Low-Income Community
Borrowers must be located in a census tract with the following indicia relative to the statewide metropolitan medians:
Poverty rate at least 20% or median family income at below 80%. 
Additionally, preference will be given to borrowers in non-metropolitan counties and or in census tracts with unemployment at above 1.5x national average. 

Project Types
Capital expenditures for operating companies (real estate loans for acquisition new construction substantial rehabilitation; or machinery and equipment loans). 

Real estate developments: industrial; commercial, including office and retail; mixed-use including residential component in limited circumstances (see below). 

Not EligibleFunding is not available for real estate developments containing residential development that is for-sale; in which residential rental income may exceed 80% of gross rental income; or in which Low-Income Housing Tax Credits are used.

Funding preferencesFunding preference will be given to projects meeting the following criteria:
Total development costs between $5 million and $25 million (no more than $10 million of allocation will be devoted to a single borrower). 

Projects that are likely to create new jobs and or retained jobs at risk of being lost, with preferences as follows:Operating companies: at least 1 permanent job per $38,000 of total investment.Real estate developments: at least 1 permanent job per 350 square feet developed. 
Project Readiness75% of project financing has been identified. If bank debt is involved, the prospective lender has prior experience with NMTC financing.Construction loan closing is likely to occur within 9 months. 
Other New York State InvolvementNY State is providing other forms of assistance that may be used to leverage the NMTC financing. 

Application Process
Determine whether the project is located in a Low-Income Community by visiting the Address Qualification Site.

If the project is located in a low-income community, your ESD Regional Offices will then screen potential projects for suitability.


Binghamton
Micro Enterprise Loans
Brownfield Cleanup Program
The goal of the Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP) is to enhance private-sector cleanups of brownfields and to reduce development pressure on "greenfields". A brownfield site is real property, the redevelopment or reuse of which may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a contaminant. Contaminants include hazardous waste and/or petroleum. For a general overview of the BCP process, please see our BCP summary.

BCP Guide and Eligibility Determination Guidance

DEC published a Draft Program Policy entitled Draft Brownfield Cleanup Program Eligibility Determination Guidance which is incorporated into the Brownfield Cleanup Program Guide ("BCP Guide" 59 page PDF, 182 KB) as Section 2 entitled "Eligibility (March 2005)." (PDF, 16 KB)

This section of the BCP Guide is intended to provide guidance as how DEC determines whether a particular piece of property is eligible for participation in the BCP. It sets forth factors that DEC will consider in conjunction with an eligibility determination, to the extent such factors are relevant to the property that is the subject of the application.

This guidance is not intended to create any substantive or procedural rights enforceable by any party in administrative or judicial litigation with the State of New York and DEC reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to act at variance with this guidance.

BCP Tax Credit Information
A taxpayer who has entered into a Brownfield Cleanup Agreement (BCA) with DEC may be eligible for tax credits relating to the cleanup and redevelopment of a brownfield site. For a description of changes made to the BCP tax credits in 2008, please see our 2008 Brownfield Legislation Summary. For guidance regarding the temporary deferral of certain tax credits for tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2010 and before January 1, 2013, including those related to the Brownfield Cleanup Program, please see the link to the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance (DTF) memo TSB-M-10(5)C at the right hand side of this page.

DTF has developed the following resources regarding the BCP tax credits:
"New York State Tax Credits Available for Remediated Brownfields", a 28 page publication explaining how the credits work;
instructions for tax forms (IT-611, 612, 613) required to claim the credits;
annual Brownfield Credit Reports, summarizing the credits claimed each year; and
suggested Brownfield Redevelopment Report format for developers (DTF-70).

How to Apply
Potential applicants should review Program Policy DER-32 (PDF, 263kB) for guidance on the BCP application and agreement process.
Download the Brownfield Cleanup Program Application and Instructions. (PDF, 315 kB)
To add a party to an existing BCP Agreement and/or Application, download the BCP Amendment Application for Change in Party. (PDF, 120 kB)


Binghamton
Micro Enterprise Loans
Existing Facilities Program
The New York State Energy Research and Development
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/en/Page-Sections/Commercial-and-Industrial/Programs/Existing-Facilities-Program.aspx

Authority’s Existing Facilities Program offers Pre-Qualified incentives for electric and natural gas
efficiency projects.
Pre-Qualified incentives are provided to encourage applicants to purchase and install more energy-efficient equipment for small-sized energy projects and equipment replacement projects. Incentives are available on a dollar per unit basis for Pre-Qualified energy efficiency measures. Applicants can receive up to $30,000 in Pre-Qualified electric incentives per facility per calendar year. National Fuel Gas customers using less than 12,000 Mcf per year can receive a maximum natural gas incentive of $25,000 per facility.

Pre-Qualified incentives are available for:
• Lighting
• Motors
• Variable Frequency Drives (VFDs)
• HVAC
• Chillers
• Commercial Refrigeration
• Commercial Kitchen Equipment and Washers
• Interval Meters
• Natural Gas Equipment
Please see the Pre-Qualified Measure Worksheets, which can be found at nyserda.ny.gov/existing-facilities for specific eligibility criteria.


New York State
Flex Tech Program
FlexTech Program 
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Page-Sections/Commercial-and-Industrial/Programs/FlexTech-Program.aspx

Eligibility
Eligible applicants include: NYS industrial and commercial facilities, state and local governments, not-for-profit and private institutions, public and private K-12 schools, colleges and universities, and health care facilities. Facilities must pay into the electric or gas System Benefits Charge (SBC).

Program Features
NYSERDA's FlexTech Program provides New York State commercial, industrial, institutional, government, and not-for-profit sectors with objective and customized information to help customers make informed energy decisions. FlexTech's goal is to increase productivity and economic competitiveness of participating facilities by identifying and encouraging the implementation of cost-effective energy efficiency, carbon reduction measures, peak-load curtailment, and combined heat & power (CHP) and renewable generation projects. Cost-sharing incentives are available to eligible participants for the following types of studies:
General Feasibility Studies 
Peak-Load Reduction and Load Management 
Industrial and Process Efficiency Analysis 
Data Center Efficiency Analysis 
Energy Procurement Strategies 
Energy Efficiency Retro-Commissioning 
Long-Term Energy and Carbon Management 
CHP & Renewable Generation Studies 
Peak-Load Reduction Plans 
Applying to the FlexTech Program

Applications to the FlexTech Program will be accepted through the Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) on a first-come, first-served basis through 5:00 p.m. ET on December 31, 2015, or until funds are exhausted. Electronic copies of the scope of work and signed FlexTech terms and conditions must also be submitted to NYSERDA for review. Please refer to the FlexTech Program Opportunity Notice (PON) 1746  for program and application requirements.


Binghamton
Micro Enterprise Loans
Green Innovation Grant Program 
At the heart of green infrastructure is the goal to manage rain where it falls, reducing runoff volume and the need to treat it through grey infrastructure – much of which is already at or near capacity.  Stormwater runoff can overwhelm sewer systems and other clean-water infrastructure, leading to pollution of our waterways. Traditional grey infrastructure is also expensive to maintain. Green infrastructure  includes decentralized, site-specific projects that manage stormwater and provide a myriad of additional benefits such as increasing property values, revitalizing communities, improving air quality, sequestering carbon and other greenhouse gases, creating green jobs, improving the walkability of communities, reducing the urban heat island effect, and providing natural habitats, to name a few.  Working in parallel with traditional grey, clean-water infrastructure, green infrastructure is a cost-effective and efficient tool for meeting the goals of the Clean Water Act.All Green Innovation Grant Program applications must be submitted through the Consolidated Funding Application (CFA). Deadline for receipt of complete CFAs and required attachments is due no later than 4:00 PM on July 16, 2012.

Recipients will receive a grant for up to 90% of their construction costs (including eligible planning and design costs).  All recipients are responsible for providing a minimum local match of 10% from local or State funds. 

Eligible applicants may submit more than one grant application, however, EFC reserves the right to limit GIGP  funding to one grant award per applicant.  Further, EFC reserves the right to fund all, or a portion of, an eligible proposed project.  Funding will be provided to selected projects to the extent that funds are available.

All GIGP recipients must comply with the Smart Growth Public Infrastructure Policy Act of 2010, EEO and  MWBE requirements, and the prevailing wage requirements under Article 8 of the NYS Labor Law.  Point source projects will be required to comply with Federal Davis-Bacon Act requirements.  Please contact EFC Staff at 1-800-200-2200 if you have questions regarding point source projects. 
EFC will score and select projects based on the following criteria: 
Measurable improvement or protection of water quality including the generation of water quality metrics

Alignment with the goals and priorities of its designated economic region
The extent to which the project spurs innovation in the area of green stormwater infrastructure, through development or adoption of new technologies and/or sustainable development
Leveraging of additional resources through removing barriers to collaboration, developing new partnerships, utilizing staff and in-kind resources, and securing other funding and investments
Likelihood of project success, based on project development at time of application
Applicant’s plan for the long-term operation, maintenance, and monitoring of the project
Public stakeholder engagement in the development of the project
Outreach and educational opportunities provided by the project applicant in order to facilitate the transfer of new technologies, knowledge, and practices to other NYS water quality issues and other regions of the State
Development of workforce through use of new technologies and providing training for the use of new technologies
Revitalization of communities - building projects in municipal centers, utilizing land recycling, retrofits, and/or infill
Fostering safe, healthy, walkable neighborhoods through improved access to affordable multimodal transportation choices as part of green street projects
Reducing dependence on oil
Eligible applicants must submit a CFA in order to be considered for GIGP  funding. Click here for more information on applying.

Successful Applicant Requirements
Recipients must provide documentation of the following before entering into a grant agreement:

Legal right to own, operate and maintain the project for the duration of its useful life
Compliance with the Smart Growth Infrastructure Act of 2010 and EEO and MWBE requirements
Successful completion of all State environmental and historic preservation reviews i.e. SEQR and SHPO
Detailed final budget and plan of finance including all third party funding agreements, intermunicipal agreements, and satisfaction of the minimum 10% local match requirement
Designation of an Authorized Representative for the project
EFC Approved Feasibility Study
Please note, all recipients will be required to comply with NYS Prevailing Wages Requirements.


New York State
Industrial & Process Efficiency Program
Industrial and Process Efficiency 
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Page-Sections/Commercial-and-Industrial/Programs/Industrial-and-Process-Efficiency.aspx

More Than $100 Million Available to Improve Productivity and Your Bottom Line
NYSERDA’s Industrial and Process Efficiency (IPE) Program provides performance-based incentives to manufacturers and data centers implementing energy efficiency and process improvements which will reduce your costs.
IPE's goal is to help manufacturers and data centers increase product output and data processing as efficiently as possible. Therefore, our incentives are calculated, when appropriate, based on a reduction in energy usage per unit of production or workload.
Incentives are available for: 
New Construction and Existing Facilities 
Manufacturing Facilities and Data Centers 
Electricity and Natural Gas Savings 
 
Applications to the Industrial and Process Efficiency Program will be accepted through the Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) on a first-come, first-served basis through 5:00 p.m. ET on December 31, 2015, or until funds are exhausted.
Contact Us
The IPE team will work with you to identify projects, visit your site, meet with your team and assist with the application process. To begin working with a member of the IPE Team contact us.
How to Apply
Get started today! Fill out an application at :
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Funding-Opportunities/Consolidated-Funding-Application.aspx
The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) is at the heart of the clean technology market in New York, providing key services of clean energy businesses and bringing together like-minded groups and organizations.
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Page-Sections/Commercial-and-Industrial/Programs/Industrial-and-Process-Efficiency.aspx


New York State
New Construction Program
New Construction Program 
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Page-Sections/Commercial-and-Industrial/Programs/New-Construction-Program.aspx

The New Construction Program (NCP) can provide assistance when incorporating energy-efficiency measures into the design, construction, and operation of new and substantially renovated buildings. Incentives are available for the purchase and installation of energy-efficient equipment that reduces electric energy consumption in new and substantially renovated buildings. 

New Construction Program Documents - To apply online, fill out a Consolidated Funding Application 
New Construction Program Incentives [PDF] 
Frequently Asked Questions
Green Building Services 
Fixture Device Code List 
Program Highlights

Technical Assistance is available to help evaluate energy-efficiency measures and provide guidance to your design team on incorporating new and emerging energy-efficient technologies into your building. 
Funding is available to offset the additional costs associated with the purchase and installation of approved equipment. 

Assistance also may be available for commissioning services and green building opportunities. 
Applications to the New Construction Program will be accepted through the Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) on a first-come, first-served basis through 5:00 p.m. ET on December 31, 2015, or until funds are exhausted.

Eligible applicants for electric or gas incentives are New York State electricity or firm gas distribution customers of a participating utility company and who pay into the System Benefits Charge. Eligible applicants must have legal authority to make energy efficiency improvements in the property they occupy or will occupy. 

Eligible applicants are defined as the building owner of the property, a tenant/leaseholder with at least five years remaining on the lease, or non-residential condominium owners occupying and holding title to space within the subject building, or non-residential cooperative shareholders having the right to occupy space within the subject building.

All applicants including those in a negotiated rate class, must pay the System Benefits Charge in order to be eligible for this program. Applicants must certify their eligibility on their applications. 


Binghamton
Micro Enterprise Loans
Micro Enterprise Loans
Loan Guidelines:

Business of five or fewer employees, one must be owner 

Up to $24, 000, up to 5-year term 

Low interest rates, 75% of prime interest rate published in the Wall Street Journal, not to go below 4% 

Uses:
Purchase of fixed assets 
Working capital or inventory 
Application Fee: $125.00
2% non-refundable commitment fee due upon signing of commitment letter.  
  
The following do not qualify for BLDC Loan Program funds: 
  Refinancing 
  Payment for purchases made prior to project approval 
  Speculative buildings or projects 
  Projects where appropriate financing from other sources is available 
  Not-for-Profit entities 
  Residential development 


Binghamton
Revolving Loan Fund
Revolving Fund Loans
Loan Guidelines:
Up to 40% of the total project cost, to a maximum of $250,000, whichever is less 
Low interest rate, 75% of the prime interest rate published in the Wall Street Journal, not to go below 4% 
Terms to match the security or collateral, up to 20 years in some cases. 

Eligibility
Borrower: Proprietorship, Partnership, Corporation or LLC 
Property: Properly Zoned for commercial use within the City limits of Binghamton 
Verification from the City that project meets zoning & building requirements 

Uses:  
Acquisition of land, building, machinery, equipment, furniture/fixtures; development, rehabilitation, renovation, improvement of land, building and facilities. Pollution control and related improvements.
Other project activities deemed by the BLDC Board of Directors to be within the general interest and purpose of it's mission and consistent with federal guidelines and current HUD requirements.

Application fee: $175.00
2% non-refundable commitment fee due upon signing of commitment letter.


New York State
NYS Film Production Credit
Film Production Tax Credit 
http://www.nylovesfilm.com/index.asp
 
The NY State Film Production credit is a fully refundable 30% tax credit on qualified costs incurred in New York State.  
 
What kind of costs qualify? 
 
“Qualified production costs” are costs for tangible property or services used or performed within New York State directly and predominantly in the production (including post production) of a qualified film. Qualified production costs generally include most below-the-line items including costs of technical and crew production, expenditures for facilities, props, makeup, wardrobe, set construction, background talent, etc., and generally exclude costs of stories and scripts, and wages for writers, directors, producers and performers (other than extras without spoken lines). See Form B and the Initial Application Instructions below for detailed information on which specific costs are eligible for the credit. 
 
Are there any project caps or other restrictions?
 
No, there are no per project caps, and there is rollover in the annual $420 million allocation going forward until 2014. 
 
Who can apply?
 
The incentive applies to production costs incurred in New York State. Eligible productions include:
Feature Films 
Episodic television series 
Television pilots and presentations 
Television movies and miniseries 
 
Certain categories of productions are excluded from the program, including, but not limited to, documentaries, news or current affairs programs, interview or talk shows, instructional videos, sport shows or events, daytime soap operas, reality programs, commercials, music videos.



New York State
New Markets
Economic Development Fund (EDF) 
http://www.esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/EDF.html

Program Purpose
This program offers financial assistance for projects that promote the economic health of New York State by facilitating the creation and or retention of jobs or the increase of business activity in the State.

Program Highlights
EDF is a flexible program, providing a range of assistance to businesses, municipalities, IDAs and other economic development organizations to ensure that the diversity of business needs are being met by the State.

EDF funds assist with construction, expansion and rehabilitation of facilities; acquisition of machinery and equipment; working capital; and the training of full-time permanent employees. Funds can be used for:
Real Estate and Land Acquisition 
Demolition 
Construction and Renovations 
Site and Infrastructure 
Machinery and Equipment 
Inventory 
Construction Related Planning and Design 
Training 
Soft Costs 
Feasibility Planning Studies 
ESD has used carve outs of EDF funds for such specialized assistance as the Manufacturing Assistance Program and the Build Now-NY Program.

Program Eligibility
Eligible Businesses involved in industrial, manufacturing, warehousing and distribution 
Research and development, high technology, service and other non-retail commercial enterprises 
Not-for-profits 
Local Development Corporations and Industrial Development Agencies 
Municipalities 
Not Eligible
Residential, casino, gambling institutions, legal, medical, nursing services, retail firms in non-distressed areas. 



New York State
Revolving Loan Fund
Small Business Revolving Loan Fund       

Program Purpose
The Small Business Revolving Loan Fund (SBRLF) is a $50 million fund designed to create economic activity by providing greater access to capital for main street everyday small businesses. The program is targeted to small businesses that have had difficulty accessing regular credit markets.  The 2010-11 State budget provided $25 million in state funds and will leverage at least $25 million in private matching funds. 
Program funds used to finance an applicant loan will not be more than 50% of the principal amount and no greater than $125,000.  

There are categories of loans: 
Micro-Loans - principal amount less than or equal to $25,000
Regular Loans - principal amount greater than $25,000

Participating LendersThis program supports additional small business lending in every region of the state. Twenty community development financial institutions and other community-based lending organizations operating in all regions of the state were selected to participate.
 
Contact InformationSmall businesses interested in state programs for launch and/or expansion, please contact the NYS Small Business Division at (800) 782-8369 or nylovessmbiz@esd.ny.gov. 

 


New York State
Micro Enterprise Loan Fund 
Micro Enterprise Loan Fund 

Purpose 
ESD has capitalized three revolving loan funds for financing small loans to NYS-certified Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs) through authorized, locally based administering micro-lending corporations. (See Appendix) Assistance includes: 

Loans up to a maximum of $7,000. 
Project funds may be used for acquisition or improvement of real property and purchase of machinery and equipment; (See also Financing--Working Capital). 
Interest rates are determined by the administering micro-lending corporations. 
Maximum loan term is 24 months. 

Eligibility 
Loan applicants must be small and high-risk for-profit businesses that are NYS-certified MWBEs with no more than $100,000 in annual gross revenues. 

For start-ups, applicants must demonstrate entrepreneurial or other business training. 
Ineligible uses of program funds include refinancing debt, residential construction or renovation (unless pursuant to a government-sponsored project), payment of tax or employee benefit arrearages, projects of newspapers, broadcasting, news media, medical facilities, libraries, community centers, or public infrastructure


New York State
Minority and Women-Owned Business (MWBE) Development & Lending Program   
Minority and Women-Owned Business (MWBE) Development & Lending Program   

Program Purpose
To provide financial assistance to Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBE) in the State, as well as to projects and programs that assist the development of entrepreneurship among minority persons and women in New York State.
 
Program Highlights The program provides financial assistance through:
Lending in conjunction with local, community and regionally-based entities 
Lending for certified government contractors and eligible government contractors 
Direct financial assistance 
Incubator assistance 
Technical assistance 
 
Eligibility
Certified minority and or women-owned business enterprises 
Banking organizations 
Technical assistance providers 
Incubator sponsors 
Municipalities 
Authorities 
Agencies 
Administering corporations 
 
Ineligible Recipients include:
Educational institutions 
Hospitals 
Residential health care facilities 
 
Eligible Uses include:
Linked deposits, minority and women revolving loan trust fund 
Contractor development assistance 
Business development loans, franchise loans 
Loan guarantees 
Incubator assistance 
 
Ineligible Uses include:
Refinancing, retiring or liquidating existing debt or equity 
Residential construction projects, except for government-sponsored projects 
Payment of tax or employee benefit arrearages 
Projects for newspapers, broadcasting, news media, medical facilities, libraries, community centers or public infrastructure 


New York State
Micro Enterprise Loan Fund 
Minority and Women Revolving Loan Trust Fund Program 

Program Purpose
The Minority and Women Revolving Loan Trust Fund Program was created by the State of New York in 1995 and is administered through Empire State Development (ESD) for the purpose of making low-cost financial assistance available to Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs) that are unable to access traditional financial services. ESD’s goal is to help start-up HYPERLINK "http://www.esd.ny.gov/MWBE.html"MWBEs to grow and flourish in today’s economy.

Program HighlightsTo date, ESD has capitalized loan pools totaling more than $3.5 million for 15 community-based economic development HYPERLINK "http://www.esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/Data/MWBE/MWBERevolvingLoan-ContactOrganizations.pdf"organizations located throughout New York State. These HYPERLINK "http://www.esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/Data/MWBE/MWBERevolvingLoan-ContactOrganizations.pdf"organizations administer the program at the local level and provide working capital loans of up to $35,000 and fixed asset loans of up to $50,000. 

In addition to lending services, the organizations also provide related technical assistance services to MWBEs to help these businesses survive and grow, such as:
Assistance with completion of loan applications 
Business Plan development 
Mentorship and peer group programs 

Eligibility
A for-profit M WBE that resides in New York State and is independently owned and operated 
New York State certified MWBEs 
New York State HYPERLINK "http://www.esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/EmpireZones.html"Empire Zone certified businesses 
Ineligible Loan Recipients include:
Refinancing projects 
Newspapers, broadcasting, medical facilities, libraries, community or civic center 
Public infrastructure improvements 

Application ProcessThe loan fund is administered by your appointed local economic development organizations. The local organization completes the loan paperwork and the organization’s loan committee determines the approval. 




Binghamton
Regional Revolving Loan Trust Fund (RRLTF)
Regional Revolving Loan Trust Fund Program (RRLTF) 

Program Purpose
Empire State Development (ESD) has capitalized six Regional Revolving Loan Trust Fund (RRLTF) programs operated by regional not-for-profit organizations in New York State for the purpose of making working capital loans and loan guarantees to small businesses employing fewer than 100 employees. 

Program Highlights
The RRLTF offers working capital loans of up to $75,000 or 50% of the total project cost, whichever is less, and working capital loan guarantees of up to 80% of the loan amount, not to exceed $80,000. Loan terms, interest rates and collateral requirements are determined by the administering corporations and their loan committees. 

Eligibility
Priority is given to projects which:
Create or retain jobs 
Are located in distressed areas 
Are owned by minority or women entrepreneurs or firms which employ minorities, women or displaced workers 
Leverage other public and or private dollars 

Application Process
The organizations which manage RRLTF programs conduct their own loan fund marketing, intake, applicant screening, credit analysis, closings and loan servicing. A written business plan, business and personal financial statements and financial projections are required of all applicants.



New York State
Urban and Community Development Program (UCDP) 
Urban and Community Development Program (UCDP) 
http://www.esd.ny.gov/BusinessPrograms/UCDP.html

Program Purpose
Encourages economic and employment opportunities for New York State’s citizens and stimulates development of communities and urban areas.

Program Highlights
The Urban and Community Development Program (UCDP) offers assistance with preference given to projects located in highly distressed communities and for projects where other public or private funding sources are not available. Assistance is awarded on a competitive basis, in response to requests for proposals and through direct applications. Loan and grant amounts are determined based on both project location and project costs. UCDP offers:
urban and community development assistance; 
urban and community project development assistance (grants, loans and loan guarantees); 
neighborhood and community partnership assistance; 
urban and community commercial revitalization revolving loan and loan guarantee fund assistance; and 
urban and community technical assistance 

Eligibility Urban and Community Development Assistance
Minimum Requirements: projects may be required to match the amount of any grant awarded. 
Eligible Applicants: business improvement districts (BIDs)local development corporationsother not-for-profit economic development organizations municipalities involved in commercial revitalization activities in central business districts or commercial strips

Eligible Projects: architectural design studies and services and other redevelopment work in connection with the design and implementation of a plan for façade and other improvements to commercial strips and central business districts throughout New York Statemarketing and promotional activitiesjob placement programssecurity assistanceenergy audit programsassistance in forming BIDssurveys or reports, including feasibility studies and preliminary planning studies
Ineligible Projects: salaries, public improvements and services currently provided by local or state government. 

Urban and Community Project Development Assistance 
Minimum Requirements: projects must be located in economic development zones or highly distressed areas.
Eligible Applicants: developersBIDslocal development corporationsother not-for-profit economic development organizations municipalities

Eligible Projects:acquisition, renovation and construction of commercial industrial and mixed-use facilitiesfeasibility or planning studies in connection with such development
Ineligible Projects: publicly-owned sites. 
Neighborhood and Community Partnership Assistance 

Minimum Requirements: 
grant amounts are determined based on project location and project costs

Eligible Applicants: not-for-profit corporationsBIDscommunity development organizations

Eligible Projects: 
regional and local activities designed to retain existing businesses and jobs within a region or locality, increase the viability of existing businesses and stimulate and encourage the formation of new enterprises and small business growth. 

Urban and Community Commercial Revitalization Revolving Loan and Loan Guarantee Fund Assistance
Minimum Requirements: to stimulate the development of central business districts and commercial strips through a decentralized lending program operated in conjunction with BIDs, local development corporations and other not-for-profits corporations serving central business districts or commercial strips.

Eligible Applicants: qualified BIDslocal development corporations other not-for-profit corporations

Eligible Projects:
 improvements, expansions and start-ups of businesses located in central business districts and commercial strips. 
Urban and Community Technical Assistance
Minimum Requirements: projects may be required to match the amount of any grant awarded.
Eligible Applicants: municipalities, not-for-profit organizations, local development corporations, local economic development zone administrative boards or business improvement districts.

Eligible Projects: organizing for economic developmentanalyzing potential development opportunities or obstacles to development developing economic development strategies, including feasibility studies for the creation of business improvement districts in highly distressed areas strengthening an organization’s capacity to implement economic development, job creation or business retention strategies, including: technical and financial packaging assistance to local businesses; manage economic development projects; andother economic development services that are identified in their strategic plans. 

Application ProcessContact your local HYPERLINK "http://www.esd.ny.gov/RegionalOverviews.html"ESD Regional Office to discuss your project and to review the UCDP rules and regulations for more specific guidance. Proposals must include a project description, quantified project results, milestone schedule, project budget and cash flow analysis. 


Binghamton
Revolving Loan Fund
Private Activity Bond Cap (Industrial Development Bond Cap)
www.empire.state.ny.us/BusinessPrograms.html
Up to $350 million from the Federal IDB Cap allocation will be available for State and local government issuers to sell tax exempt bonds for private projects that demonstrate a public purpose.

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS/PROJECT TYPES:

Qualifying projects must be eligible under the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) sections 142-144, and 1394 which include:

Multi-family and/or elderly rental housing for low income residents;
Residential Rental Facilities;
Small manufacturing Projects;
Local furnishing of electric energy or gas;
Local district heating or cooling facilities;
Sewage facilities and solid waste disposal facilities;
First-time farmer's property, equipment, and other capital improvements;
Utility projects, including water, sewer, electric and gas;
Bonds issued to provide loans for first time homebuyers (homeownership)

CONTACT/ADDITIONAL PROGRAM INFORMATION:

For more information eligible applicants should contact George LaPointe at the Empire State Development, 30 South Pearl St, Albany, NY, call 518 292-5307 or http://www.empire.state.ny.us/BusinessPrograms.html.


Binghamton
BLDC Special Project Fund
Contact the Binghamton Economic Development Office to find out more about this program.
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Binghamton
Green Jobs Revolving Loan Fund
USDA Rural Business Enterprise Grants Program (RBEG): Green Jobs Revolving Loan Fund
•   Established to foster development of green jobs in the energy efficiency sector of the local contracting industry  
•   Low-interest financing for Building Performance Institute (BPI) certified contracting businesses that demonstrate a need and have projects specifically related to NYSERDA energy-efficiency programs
•   BLDC’s Green Jobs Revolving Loan Fund can be used to purchase equipment; working capital, including inventory; and other project activities
•   Minimum loan amount $5,000; maximum loan amount $80,000; 1 full-time job must be created for every $35,000 loaned.
•  3% fixed interest rate


mailto:ecodev@cityofbinghamton.com?Subject=Requesting more information abotut the USDA Rural Business Enterprise Grants Program (RBEG): Green Jobs Revolving Loan Fund


To schedule a meeting with the staff at BEDO, click on the link to the right. 
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City of Binghamton 
Department of Economic Development 
38 Hawley Street, 4th floor 
Binghamton, NY 13901 
(607) 772‐7161 
(607) 772‐7244 fax 

Click on the links to the 
right to learn about the 
functions of each City 
department involved in 
economic development. 
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BEDO
Binghamton Economic Development Office 
Binghamton Economic Development Office - BEDO
MISSION STATEMENT
In order to further our goal of a desirable, safe city in which all residents can live, work, study, worship, play and have opportunities to improve the quality of their lives, the Binghamton Office of Economic Development (BEDO) is committed to a progressive vision of building and strengthening our diverse community by providing government services that foster economic vitality, sustainable growth, civic engagement, citizen participation and neighborhood stability.

In support of our mission, BEDO works in partnership with citizens, stakeholders in the public and private sectors, and other City departments to:

Strengthen the quality of life in Binghamton’s neighborhoods; 

Preserve and develop decent, safe and affordable housing opportunities and increase homeownership; 

Maintain and improve the vitality of the Downtown and neighborhood business districts; 

Encourage a thriving and sustainable small business sector; 

Foster job growth, employment, and entrepreneurial opportunities; 

Increase civic engagement and citizen participation, especially among Binghamton’s youth; 

Support the delivery of efficient and vibrant community services; and 

Revitalize Binghamton’s use of the rivers and waterfront areas.

Binghamton
Binghamton Engineering Department 
Engineering
The City of Binghamton Engineering Department provides a full range of engineering services to the taxpayers, the Mayor, City Council, and to all other departments within City Hall. In addition to the engineering services, the department fulfills many regulatory, planning and service functions. Our mission is to contribute to the City's revitalization by keeping the roadways, water/sewer systems and parks safe, while at the same time, keeping the city landscape aesthetically pleasing.

About the Department:
The City of Binghamton Engineering Department has responsibilities in the following areas:
Design, management and construction supervision of approximately $30 million in City projects each year. These projects include: street reconstruction, water and sewer systems, parks, bridges and all other infrastructure projects. 

Administration of the City's Sidewalk Rebate Program  
Administration and construction supervision of Street Work Permits 
Maintenance and updates of City maps 
Maintenance of specification standards 


Binghamton
Planning, Housing & Community Development
Planning, Housing & Community Development

MISSION STATEMENT

In order to further our goal of a desirable, safe city in which all residents can live, work, study, worship, play and have opportunities to improve the quality of their lives, the Department of Planning, Housing and Community Development (PHCD) is committed to a progressive vision of building and strengthening our diverse community by providing government services that foster economic vitality, sustainable growth, homeownership and quality housing, civic engagement and empowerment, and neighborhood stability. 

In support of our mission,  PHCD works in partnership with citizens, stakeholders in the public and private sectors, and other city departments to:

Strengthen the quality of life in Binghamton’s neighborhoods; 

Preserve and develop decent, safe and affordable housing opportunities and increase homeownership; 

Maintain and improve the vitality of the Downtown and neighborhood business districts; 

Encourage a thriving and sustainable small business sector; 

Foster job growth, employment, and entrepreneurial opportunities; 

Increase civic engagement and citizen participation, especially among Binghamton’s youth; 

Support the delivery of efficient and vibrant community services; 

Revitalize Binghamton’s use of the rivers and waterfront areas; and 

Think globally, act locally, and plan regionally!


Binghamton
Office of Corporation Counsel
Office of Corporation Counsel
DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW

The Office of Corporation Counsel is responsible for all legal activities related to the City of Binghamton. That includes, representing the Mayor, City Council, department heads and individual employees in their official capacities, in federal, state and local courts, administrative proceedings, workers’ compensation, unemployment, and real property actions.

The Office of Corporation Counsel is also responsible for representing the Planning Commission, the Zoning Board of Appeals, Code Enforcement, the Binghamton Urban Renewal Agency, the Binghamton Local Development Corporation, the Binghamton Parking Authority, and CAUD.

The Corporation Counsel sits, by law, on the Board of Estimate and Apportionment and the Board of Contract and Supply.


Binghamton
Building, Code & Construction
Building, Code & Construction
As part of Mayor Ryan's award-winning Blight Prevention Initiative, the Code Enforcement Office was integrated back into the Building and Construction Office in December 2007 in order to create a centralized office for building inspection services. However, for convenience of our online users, we continue to feature this dedicated webpage for Code Enforcement.
 
Mission Statement
The Building and Code Office enforces a broad range of public health and safety regulations, including: housing, zoning, health, parking, environmental, public nuisance, and other safety codes.  The mission of the Building and Code Office is to protect the health, safety and welfare of the general public by ensuring that all buildings, structures and related equipment are constructed, installed and maintained in compliance with the standards contained in building and safety codes. In support of this mission, the Office works in partnership with citizens, stakeholders in the public and private sectors, and other city departments to establish policies and procedures that:

Are consistent, simple and defensible 
Are practical, workable and enforceable 
Are equitable in the enforcement of all codes 
Minimize confusion and inconvenience 
Increases the availability of information to the public on the internet 
Registers contractors and property owners to protect citizens 
Reduces substandard housing, abandoned or inoperable/unlicensed vehicles, and visual clutter to protect the integrity and improve the quality of neighborhoods. 

General Information:

Permits are required by local law and the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code. 
Assistance is given to owners, developers, builders and design professionals with regard to code reviews and interpretations. 

This office also issues zoning certification to lending institutions, attorneys, prospective buyers and real estate agents.  This service ensures that the property being purchased complies with local ordinances. 



Binghamton
Binghamton Local Development Corporation - BLDC
Binghamton Local Development Corporation - BLDC

Our Mission
The Binghamton Local Development Corporation exists to further sustainable economic development in the City of Binghamton by attracting new business, retaining and growing established business, building industrial and commercial capacity, promoting employment, and fostering entrepreneurship and innovation. Adopted by the BLDC Board of Directors September 16, 2010
 
About Us
The Binghamton Local Development Corporation develops loan programs, initiatives and outreach efforts to support the City's economic development strategy, in conjunction with the Binghamton Economic Development Office

BLDC members provide input and expertise from a variety of community sectors including finance, business, and organizations that represent low to moderate income populations. The membership elects a Board of Directors to govern the activities of the corporation.

BLDC: A Livable Communities Alliance Member
 
The Binghamton Local Development Corporation fully supports the mission and principles of the Livable Communities Alliance (LCA), a regional collaborative create to promote livable and sustainable communities in the Broome and Tioga region. Participating members of the Livable Communities Alliance (LCA) strongly believe that planning and development consistent with smart growth and livability principles will help our Broome and Tioga County regions achieve economic competitiveness, result in more cost-effective communities, and improve social and environmental health. Less than a year old, this inclusive, regional alliance merely strengthens and better coordinates the great work of existing, active networks, which together represent over 80 local agencies and organizations. LCA includes participation and support from NYS DOT, BMTS, STERPDB, County government, local governments, housing agencies, educational centers, health agencies, wellness advocates, environmental groups, and economic agencies.

mailto:ecodev@cityofbinghamton.com?Subject=I would like to schedule a meeting with the Binghamton Economic Development Office
www.cityofbinghamton.com
Binghamton
Technical Assitance - MISC
Technical Assistance - MISC
BEDO provides start-up and existing businesses with technical support including referrals to a variety of service providers for specific help with business plan development, entrepreneurship workshops, networking opportunities, and applications for State grants including training and other benefits.


Binghamton
Building Permit Assistance - MISC
OFFICE OF BUILDING CONSTRUCTION,
ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT - Permits

General Documentation
In all cases, an application for a Building Permit cannot be processed until the applicant has provided all
documentation, including: a permit application form, completed and signed; Workmen’s Compensation form(s); fee payment(s); and design documents (plans, specifications). In some cases, a copy of Planning approval documents are required, which includes an approved site plan and an authorization letter from the Planning Department. In the event of incomplete documentation, the office will hold your paperwork for ten (10) business days. If, at that time, we have not received the necessary paperwork, the application will be revoked.
Licensing
Any contractor who is performing work governed by an Electrical or Plumbing permit must be licensed, by the City of Binghamton, to perform work of these trades. A permit must be signed by the person who holds the Master license. The Plumbing Board and Electrical Board may revoke a license if there is continued misuse of a license or abuse of this office’s policies.
Water/Sewer Permits
Effective immediately, permits for water service or sewer connections require a valid Street Work permit and prior authorization from the Water/Sewer Departments. Street Work permits are issued by the Engineering Department; however, an application may be obtained at the office of Building Construction and forwarded to Engineering for approval.
Permits
Permits must be posted at the job site. Inspectors cannot inspect work for which a permit is not posted. It is the contractor’s responsibility to call for an inspection. Please allow no less than 24 hour notice.
Stamped plans are required for projects with a total cost of construction greater than $10,000 or that present complex design issues. Please call 772-7004 and we will fax or email a copy of the document guidelines for your
reference.
Asbestos/Lead
An application for a Demolition permit must comply with New York State Department of Labor requirements for asbestos. Permit applications will not be processed until or unless the applicant has submitted an asbestos survey report for subject areas.
Planning Commission Review and Approval
A project that involves new construction, commercial occupancy, change of use, or related circumstances may require prior review and approval by the Planning Commission. Permit applicants are encouraged to attend an informal workshop, sponsored by the Department of Planning, Housing, and Community Development to ensure compliance and facilitate a successful project. An appointment may be scheduled by calling Patrick Day, at (607) 772-7028. Planning workshops are held every Tuesday and scheduled in half-hour increments from 2:00-4:00 PM.
Related Information
Detailed information about the New York State Code may be obtained at www.dos.state.ny.us. Detailed
information about Lead materials may be obtained from the Broome County Health Department at (607) 778-2847. Detailed information about Asbestos may be obtained from the NY Department of Labor, at (607) 721-8211. Real property and assessment information for the City of Binghamton is available at www.gobroomecounty.com (GIS data). For your reference, a copy of the New York State code for Safety During Construction is attached.

Reminders
Permit applications, schedule of fees, and licensing are available at our web site:
http://www.cityofbinghamton.com/department.asp?zone=dept-code-enforcement
Permit applications may be mailed to Building Construction, Zoning and Code Enforcement, 38 Hawley St., Binghamton, NY 13901 or hand delivered to our office on the 4th floor of City Hall. Permit applications are no longer accepted by fax. Insurance documents may be transmitted by standard mail, by fax (PLEASE NOTE FAX NUMBER 607- 772-7162), or by e-mail (building@cityofbinghamton.com
Please note the City web site keeps an updated list of all regularly scheduled meetings, including those for the Plumbing and Electrical Boards. We hope this letter helps to explain our office policies, directs you to other useful sources of information, and contributes to a smoother process for all concerned. If you have any questions, which are not otherwise answered by the offices listed above, please call at 607-772-7004.


New York State
Entrepreneurial Assistance Program (EAP) - MISC
Entrepreneurial Assistance Program (EAP) 
http://www.esd.ny.gov/businessprograms/eap.html

Program Purpose
The Entrepreneurial Assistance Program (EAP) establishes Entrepreneurial Assistance Centers in local communities to provide instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business. The program’s 24  centers are strategically located throughout New York State. 

Program Highlights
Since its inception, the EAP initiative has helped entrepreneurs create new businesses and has provided in-depth assistance to minorities, women and dislocated workers interested in starting a business. The centers assist new and aspiring entrepreneurs in developing basic business management skills, refining business concepts, devising early-stage marketing plans and preparation of action plans. In addition, the program actively assists EAP client efforts to obtain business financing. The Omnibus Economic Development Law of 1987 authorized Empire State Development (ESD), through the Entrepreneurial Assistance Program, to issue contracts to not-for-profit corporations, community colleges and boards of cooperative educational services for the development of Entrepreneurial Assistance Centers to provide comprehensive assistance in enterprise development to owners and prospective owners of small businesses.
A typical EAP center provides the following in-depth services to owners and operators of start-up businesses:
Counseling on the feasibility of starting a business 
Assistance in refining a business concept and developing a business plan 
Education in established management principals and practices 
In-depth business counseling in product development and marketing 
Guidance in exporting, contract procurement and licensing 
One-on-one counseling in identifying and accessing capital and credit 
Access to business support networks 
Ongoing and continued technical assistance to program graduates including linkages to other small business services 

Eligibility
EAP centers have the following effects on the community in which they are located:
increase in business ownership among minority group members and women; 
minority and women-owned start-ups making the transition into small-growth companies; 
increased access to financing by minority and women-owned firms; 
significantly expanded sales among minority and women-owned firms; and 
creation of private sector jobs. 

An EAP center must provide the following program services:
Enterprise Formation Assistance: One 60-hour entrepreneurship course supplemented by a minimum of 15 hours of intensive technical assistance to help new entrepreneurs complete business plans and to help them develop a viable business. Technical assistance should encompass refinement of business concept, break-even analysis and financial management, and marketing plans and market development. 
Enterprise Expansion Assistance: Centers shall maintain ongoing relationships with clients who have taken the entrepreneurship course in order to assist those new businesses to become small-growth companies. Enterprise expansion technical assistance shall include the following:
Working capital and cash flow management
General management skills
New market development
Hiring and managing employees
Managing growth
Accessing credit and capital 

The following types of organizations are eligible to apply:
1.	a not-for-profit corporation, operated by a board of directors representing community leaders in business, education, finance and government; 
2.	a community college; or 
3.	a Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES). 
In addition, the applicant organization must be located in an area accessible to minority group members, women and other target populations.



Binghamton
Zonning Assitance - Residential
Zoning Board of Appeals
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Binghamton is a five-member board comprised of local community members. Three members constitute a quorum. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are held the FIRST TUESDAY of the month, following the first Monday of the month. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are located in the City Council Chambers at 5:30pm, unless otherwise posted.

Zoning Board of Appeals Application Process
 
To apply to appear before the Zoning Board of Appeals the potential applicant must provide the following:
1.    Completed City of Binghamton Zoning and Planning Application.  
2.    Site plan that includes information required by the Site Plan Checklist (included in above application materials). 
3.    Completed Short Form Environmental Assessment Form (included in application materials).
4.    Application Fee (fee structure is listed in the application materials)

Work session for Applications to the Zoning Board of Appeals (Required)
 
Prior to appearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals, applicants must attend a work session.  Work sessions are held every Tuesday afternoon from 2:00 to 4:00pm. Applicants must make an appointment to appear at a work session. Please call 772-7028 to reserve a time slot.  
 
Work sessions provide an opportunity for potential applicants to meet with members of the Planning Department, Building Bureau, BEDO, Corporation Counsel, and Engineering Department and discuss the potential project. At the work session the staff members with work with the applicant to determine what types of approvals, if any, are necessary for the project to proceed.

 
The Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Binghamton is a five-member board comprised of local community members. Three members constitute a quorum. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are held the FIRST TUESDAY of the month, following the first Monday of the month. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are located in the City Council Chambers at 5:30pm, unless otherwise posted.
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Binghamton
Technical Assitance - Green Incentives
Technical Assistance - Green
BEDO provides start-up and existing businesses with technical support including referrals to a variety of service providers for specific help with business plan development, entrepreneurship workshops, networking opportunities, and applications for State grants including training and other benefits.


New York State
Density Bonus
Density Bonus

A density bonus is an incentive-based tool that permits developers to increase the maximum allowable development on a property in exchange for helping the community achieve public policy goals.
Increasing development density may allow for increases in developed square footage or increases in the number of developed units. This tool works best in areas where growth pressures are strong and land availability limited or when incentives for attaining the goals outweigh alternative development options.

New York State
Entrepreneurial Assistance Program (EAP) - Green Incentives
Entrepreneurial Assistance Program (EAP) 
http://www.esd.ny.gov/businessprograms/eap.html

Program Purpose
The Entrepreneurial Assistance Program (EAP) establishes Entrepreneurial Assistance Centers in local communities to provide instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business. The program’s 24  centers are strategically located throughout New York State. 

Program Highlights
Since its inception, the EAP initiative has helped entrepreneurs create new businesses and has provided in-depth assistance to minorities, women and dislocated workers interested in starting a business. The centers assist new and aspiring entrepreneurs in developing basic business management skills, refining business concepts, devising early-stage marketing plans and preparation of action plans. In addition, the program actively assists EAP client efforts to obtain business financing. The Omnibus Economic Development Law of 1987 authorized Empire State Development (ESD), through the Entrepreneurial Assistance Program, to issue contracts to not-for-profit corporations, community colleges and boards of cooperative educational services for the development of Entrepreneurial Assistance Centers to provide comprehensive assistance in enterprise development to owners and prospective owners of small businesses.
A typical EAP center provides the following in-depth services to owners and operators of start-up businesses:
Counseling on the feasibility of starting a business 
Assistance in refining a business concept and developing a business plan 
Education in established management principals and practices 
In-depth business counseling in product development and marketing 
Guidance in exporting, contract procurement and licensing 
One-on-one counseling in identifying and accessing capital and credit 
Access to business support networks 
Ongoing and continued technical assistance to program graduates including linkages to other small business services 

Eligibility
EAP centers have the following effects on the community in which they are located:
increase in business ownership among minority group members and women; 
minority and women-owned start-ups making the transition into small-growth companies; 
increased access to financing by minority and women-owned firms; 
significantly expanded sales among minority and women-owned firms; and 
creation of private sector jobs. 

An EAP center must provide the following program services:
Enterprise Formation Assistance: One 60-hour entrepreneurship course supplemented by a minimum of 15 hours of intensive technical assistance to help new entrepreneurs complete business plans and to help them develop a viable business. Technical assistance should encompass refinement of business concept, break-even analysis and financial management, and marketing plans and market development. 
Enterprise Expansion Assistance: Centers shall maintain ongoing relationships with clients who have taken the entrepreneurship course in order to assist those new businesses to become small-growth companies. Enterprise expansion technical assistance shall include the following:
Working capital and cash flow management
General management skills
New market development
Hiring and managing employees
Managing growth
Accessing credit and capital 

The following types of organizations are eligible to apply:
1.	a not-for-profit corporation, operated by a board of directors representing community leaders in business, education, finance and government; 
2.	a community college; or 
3.	a Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES). 
In addition, the applicant organization must be located in an area accessible to minority group members, women and other target populations.



Binghamton
Marketing & Publicity Assistance - Green Incentives
Marketing
BEDO staff create marketing pieces for specific properties, districts and business building programs to attract investors, customers and visitors.

Business opportunities in the City of Binghamton means a creative approach to meeting your needs, customer focus through accessibility and facilitation, and a continuing concern for the health of your business.


Binghamton
Zonning Assitance - Residential
Zoning Board of Appeals
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Binghamton is a five-member board comprised of local community members. Three members constitute a quorum. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are held the FIRST TUESDAY of the month, following the first Monday of the month. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are located in the City Council Chambers at 5:30pm, unless otherwise posted.

Zoning Board of Appeals Application Process
 
To apply to appear before the Zoning Board of Appeals the potential applicant must provide the following:
1.    Completed City of Binghamton Zoning and Planning Application.  
2.    Site plan that includes information required by the Site Plan Checklist (included in above application materials). 
3.    Completed Short Form Environmental Assessment Form (included in application materials).
4.    Application Fee (fee structure is listed in the application materials)

Work session for Applications to the Zoning Board of Appeals (Required)
 
Prior to appearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals, applicants must attend a work session.  Work sessions are held every Tuesday afternoon from 2:00 to 4:00pm. Applicants must make an appointment to appear at a work session. Please call 772-7028 to reserve a time slot.  
 
Work sessions provide an opportunity for potential applicants to meet with members of the Planning Department, Building Bureau, BEDO, Corporation Counsel, and Engineering Department and discuss the potential project. At the work session the staff members with work with the applicant to determine what types of approvals, if any, are necessary for the project to proceed.

 
The Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Binghamton is a five-member board comprised of local community members. Three members constitute a quorum. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are held the FIRST TUESDAY of the month, following the first Monday of the month. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are located in the City Council Chambers at 5:30pm, unless otherwise posted.


Binghamton
Technical Assitance - Retail
Technical Assistance - Retail
BEDO provides start-up and existing businesses with technical support including referrals to a variety of service providers for specific help with business plan development, entrepreneurship workshops, networking opportunities, and applications for State grants including training and other benefits.


New York State
Entrepreneurial Assistance Program (EAP) - Retail
Entrepreneurial Assistance Program (EAP) 
http://www.esd.ny.gov/businessprograms/eap.html

Program Purpose
The Entrepreneurial Assistance Program (EAP) establishes Entrepreneurial Assistance Centers in local communities to provide instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business. The program’s 24  centers are strategically located throughout New York State. 

Program Highlights
Since its inception, the EAP initiative has helped entrepreneurs create new businesses and has provided in-depth assistance to minorities, women and dislocated workers interested in starting a business. The centers assist new and aspiring entrepreneurs in developing basic business management skills, refining business concepts, devising early-stage marketing plans and preparation of action plans. In addition, the program actively assists EAP client efforts to obtain business financing. The Omnibus Economic Development Law of 1987 authorized Empire State Development (ESD), through the Entrepreneurial Assistance Program, to issue contracts to not-for-profit corporations, community colleges and boards of cooperative educational services for the development of Entrepreneurial Assistance Centers to provide comprehensive assistance in enterprise development to owners and prospective owners of small businesses.
A typical EAP center provides the following in-depth services to owners and operators of start-up businesses:
Counseling on the feasibility of starting a business 
Assistance in refining a business concept and developing a business plan 
Education in established management principals and practices 
In-depth business counseling in product development and marketing 
Guidance in exporting, contract procurement and licensing 
One-on-one counseling in identifying and accessing capital and credit 
Access to business support networks 
Ongoing and continued technical assistance to program graduates including linkages to other small business services 

Eligibility
EAP centers have the following effects on the community in which they are located:
increase in business ownership among minority group members and women; 
minority and women-owned start-ups making the transition into small-growth companies; 
increased access to financing by minority and women-owned firms; 
significantly expanded sales among minority and women-owned firms; and 
creation of private sector jobs. 

An EAP center must provide the following program services:
Enterprise Formation Assistance: One 60-hour entrepreneurship course supplemented by a minimum of 15 hours of intensive technical assistance to help new entrepreneurs complete business plans and to help them develop a viable business. Technical assistance should encompass refinement of business concept, break-even analysis and financial management, and marketing plans and market development. 
Enterprise Expansion Assistance: Centers shall maintain ongoing relationships with clients who have taken the entrepreneurship course in order to assist those new businesses to become small-growth companies. Enterprise expansion technical assistance shall include the following:
Working capital and cash flow management
General management skills
New market development
Hiring and managing employees
Managing growth
Accessing credit and capital 

The following types of organizations are eligible to apply:
1.	a not-for-profit corporation, operated by a board of directors representing community leaders in business, education, finance and government; 
2.	a community college; or 
3.	a Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES). 
In addition, the applicant organization must be located in an area accessible to minority group members, women and other target populations.



Binghamton
Building Permit Assistance - Retail
OFFICE OF BUILDING CONSTRUCTION,
ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT - Permits

General Documentation
In all cases, an application for a Building Permit cannot be processed until the applicant has provided all
documentation, including: a permit application form, completed and signed; Workmen’s Compensation form(s); fee payment(s); and design documents (plans, specifications). In some cases, a copy of Planning approval documents are required, which includes an approved site plan and an authorization letter from the Planning Department. In the event of incomplete documentation, the office will hold your paperwork for ten (10) business days. If, at that time, we have not received the necessary paperwork, the application will be revoked.
Licensing
Any contractor who is performing work governed by an Electrical or Plumbing permit must be licensed, by the City of Binghamton, to perform work of these trades. A permit must be signed by the person who holds the Master license. The Plumbing Board and Electrical Board may revoke a license if there is continued misuse of a license or abuse of this office’s policies.
Water/Sewer Permits
Effective immediately, permits for water service or sewer connections require a valid Street Work permit and prior authorization from the Water/Sewer Departments. Street Work permits are issued by the Engineering Department; however, an application may be obtained at the office of Building Construction and forwarded to Engineering for approval.
Permits
Permits must be posted at the job site. Inspectors cannot inspect work for which a permit is not posted. It is the contractor’s responsibility to call for an inspection. Please allow no less than 24 hour notice.
Stamped plans are required for projects with a total cost of construction greater than $10,000 or that present complex design issues. Please call 772-7004 and we will fax or email a copy of the document guidelines for your
reference.
Asbestos/Lead
An application for a Demolition permit must comply with New York State Department of Labor requirements for asbestos. Permit applications will not be processed until or unless the applicant has submitted an asbestos survey report for subject areas.
Planning Commission Review and Approval
A project that involves new construction, commercial occupancy, change of use, or related circumstances may require prior review and approval by the Planning Commission. Permit applicants are encouraged to attend an informal workshop, sponsored by the Department of Planning, Housing, and Community Development to ensure compliance and facilitate a successful project. An appointment may be scheduled by calling Patrick Day, at (607) 772-7028. Planning workshops are held every Tuesday and scheduled in half-hour increments from 2:00-4:00 PM.
Related Information
Detailed information about the New York State Code may be obtained at www.dos.state.ny.us. Detailed
information about Lead materials may be obtained from the Broome County Health Department at (607) 778-2847. Detailed information about Asbestos may be obtained from the NY Department of Labor, at (607) 721-8211. Real property and assessment information for the City of Binghamton is available at www.gobroomecounty.com (GIS data). For your reference, a copy of the New York State code for Safety During Construction is attached.

Reminders
Permit applications, schedule of fees, and licensing are available at our web site:
http://www.cityofbinghamton.com/department.asp?zone=dept-code-enforcement
Permit applications may be mailed to Building Construction, Zoning and Code Enforcement, 38 Hawley St., Binghamton, NY 13901 or hand delivered to our office on the 4th floor of City Hall. Permit applications are no longer accepted by fax. Insurance documents may be transmitted by standard mail, by fax (PLEASE NOTE FAX NUMBER 607- 772-7162), or by e-mail (building@cityofbinghamton.com
Please note the City web site keeps an updated list of all regularly scheduled meetings, including those for the Plumbing and Electrical Boards. We hope this letter helps to explain our office policies, directs you to other useful sources of information, and contributes to a smoother process for all concerned. If you have any questions, which are not otherwise answered by the offices listed above, please call at 607-772-7004.


Binghamton
Marketing & Publicity Assistance - Retail
Marketing
BEDO staff create marketing pieces for specific properties, districts and business building programs to attract investors, customers and visitors.

Business opportunities in the City of Binghamton means a creative approach to meeting your needs, customer focus through accessibility and facilitation, and a continuing concern for the health of your business.


Binghamton
Zonning Assitance - Residential
Zoning Board of Appeals
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Binghamton is a five-member board comprised of local community members. Three members constitute a quorum. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are held the FIRST TUESDAY of the month, following the first Monday of the month. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are located in the City Council Chambers at 5:30pm, unless otherwise posted.

Zoning Board of Appeals Application Process
 
To apply to appear before the Zoning Board of Appeals the potential applicant must provide the following:
1.    Completed City of Binghamton Zoning and Planning Application.  
2.    Site plan that includes information required by the Site Plan Checklist (included in above application materials). 
3.    Completed Short Form Environmental Assessment Form (included in application materials).
4.    Application Fee (fee structure is listed in the application materials)

Work session for Applications to the Zoning Board of Appeals (Required)
 
Prior to appearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals, applicants must attend a work session.  Work sessions are held every Tuesday afternoon from 2:00 to 4:00pm. Applicants must make an appointment to appear at a work session. Please call 772-7028 to reserve a time slot.  
 
Work sessions provide an opportunity for potential applicants to meet with members of the Planning Department, Building Bureau, BEDO, Corporation Counsel, and Engineering Department and discuss the potential project. At the work session the staff members with work with the applicant to determine what types of approvals, if any, are necessary for the project to proceed.

 
The Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Binghamton is a five-member board comprised of local community members. Three members constitute a quorum. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are held the FIRST TUESDAY of the month, following the first Monday of the month. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are located in the City Council Chambers at 5:30pm, unless otherwise posted.


New York State & Broome County
Workforce Development - Retail
Workforce New York – Broome Tioga
http://www.broometiogaworks.com/employers

Overview
The Broome-Tioga Workforce Development System helps Businesses find qualified workers, Use the Career Center to recruit, screen and interview candidates for openings in their respective companies, Post job openings at no charge, and prescreen applicants for the qualifications that meet your job postings.

The Broome-Tioga Workforce Development System can help your business provide your employees with the skills they need to compete in today's marketplace. We can help you access programs to upgrade employee skills, Get assistance with grant applications and information on tax credits, connect to local economic development resources to grow your business, and access funds to pay for training.

If you need to restructure your workforce, we can assist with downsizing, outplacement services for laid-off employees and helping your employees transition to new jobs as quickly as possible.

If you have job postings at your company, please visit: http://www.broometiogaworks.com/employers and post to make them available to job seekers.


Binghamton
Building Permit Assistance - Commercial
OFFICE OF BUILDING CONSTRUCTION,
ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT - Permits

General Documentation
In all cases, an application for a Building Permit cannot be processed until the applicant has provided all
documentation, including: a permit application form, completed and signed; Workmen’s Compensation form(s); fee payment(s); and design documents (plans, specifications). In some cases, a copy of Planning approval documents are required, which includes an approved site plan and an authorization letter from the Planning Department. In the event of incomplete documentation, the office will hold your paperwork for ten (10) business days. If, at that time, we have not received the necessary paperwork, the application will be revoked.
Licensing
Any contractor who is performing work governed by an Electrical or Plumbing permit must be licensed, by the City of Binghamton, to perform work of these trades. A permit must be signed by the person who holds the Master license. The Plumbing Board and Electrical Board may revoke a license if there is continued misuse of a license or abuse of this office’s policies.
Water/Sewer Permits
Effective immediately, permits for water service or sewer connections require a valid Street Work permit and prior authorization from the Water/Sewer Departments. Street Work permits are issued by the Engineering Department; however, an application may be obtained at the office of Building Construction and forwarded to Engineering for approval.
Permits
Permits must be posted at the job site. Inspectors cannot inspect work for which a permit is not posted. It is the contractor’s responsibility to call for an inspection. Please allow no less than 24 hour notice.
Stamped plans are required for projects with a total cost of construction greater than $10,000 or that present complex design issues. Please call 772-7004 and we will fax or email a copy of the document guidelines for your
reference.
Asbestos/Lead
An application for a Demolition permit must comply with New York State Department of Labor requirements for asbestos. Permit applications will not be processed until or unless the applicant has submitted an asbestos survey report for subject areas.
Planning Commission Review and Approval
A project that involves new construction, commercial occupancy, change of use, or related circumstances may require prior review and approval by the Planning Commission. Permit applicants are encouraged to attend an informal workshop, sponsored by the Department of Planning, Housing, and Community Development to ensure compliance and facilitate a successful project. An appointment may be scheduled by calling Patrick Day, at (607) 772-7028. Planning workshops are held every Tuesday and scheduled in half-hour increments from 2:00-4:00 PM.
Related Information
Detailed information about the New York State Code may be obtained at www.dos.state.ny.us. Detailed
information about Lead materials may be obtained from the Broome County Health Department at (607) 778-2847. Detailed information about Asbestos may be obtained from the NY Department of Labor, at (607) 721-8211. Real property and assessment information for the City of Binghamton is available at www.gobroomecounty.com (GIS data). For your reference, a copy of the New York State code for Safety During Construction is attached.

Reminders
Permit applications, schedule of fees, and licensing are available at our web site:
http://www.cityofbinghamton.com/department.asp?zone=dept-code-enforcement
Permit applications may be mailed to Building Construction, Zoning and Code Enforcement, 38 Hawley St., Binghamton, NY 13901 or hand delivered to our office on the 4th floor of City Hall. Permit applications are no longer accepted by fax. Insurance documents may be transmitted by standard mail, by fax (PLEASE NOTE FAX NUMBER 607- 772-7162), or by e-mail (building@cityofbinghamton.com
Please note the City web site keeps an updated list of all regularly scheduled meetings, including those for the Plumbing and Electrical Boards. We hope this letter helps to explain our office policies, directs you to other useful sources of information, and contributes to a smoother process for all concerned. If you have any questions, which are not otherwise answered by the offices listed above, please call at 607-772-7004.


Binghamton
Technical Assitance - Industrial
Technical Assistance - Industrial
BEDO provides start-up and existing businesses with technical support including referrals to a variety of service providers for specific help with business plan development, entrepreneurship workshops, networking opportunities, and applications for State grants including training and other benefits.


New York State
Entrepreneurial Assistance Program (EAP)  Industrial
Entrepreneurial Assistance Program (EAP) 
http://www.esd.ny.gov/businessprograms/eap.html

Program Purpose
The Entrepreneurial Assistance Program (EAP) establishes Entrepreneurial Assistance Centers in local communities to provide instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business. The program’s 24  centers are strategically located throughout New York State. 

Program Highlights
Since its inception, the EAP initiative has helped entrepreneurs create new businesses and has provided in-depth assistance to minorities, women and dislocated workers interested in starting a business. The centers assist new and aspiring entrepreneurs in developing basic business management skills, refining business concepts, devising early-stage marketing plans and preparation of action plans. In addition, the program actively assists EAP client efforts to obtain business financing. The Omnibus Economic Development Law of 1987 authorized Empire State Development (ESD), through the Entrepreneurial Assistance Program, to issue contracts to not-for-profit corporations, community colleges and boards of cooperative educational services for the development of Entrepreneurial Assistance Centers to provide comprehensive assistance in enterprise development to owners and prospective owners of small businesses.
A typical EAP center provides the following in-depth services to owners and operators of start-up businesses:
Counseling on the feasibility of starting a business 
Assistance in refining a business concept and developing a business plan 
Education in established management principals and practices 
In-depth business counseling in product development and marketing 
Guidance in exporting, contract procurement and licensing 
One-on-one counseling in identifying and accessing capital and credit 
Access to business support networks 
Ongoing and continued technical assistance to program graduates including linkages to other small business services 

Eligibility
EAP centers have the following effects on the community in which they are located:
increase in business ownership among minority group members and women; 
minority and women-owned start-ups making the transition into small-growth companies; 
increased access to financing by minority and women-owned firms; 
significantly expanded sales among minority and women-owned firms; and 
creation of private sector jobs. 

An EAP center must provide the following program services:
Enterprise Formation Assistance: One 60-hour entrepreneurship course supplemented by a minimum of 15 hours of intensive technical assistance to help new entrepreneurs complete business plans and to help them develop a viable business. Technical assistance should encompass refinement of business concept, break-even analysis and financial management, and marketing plans and market development. 
Enterprise Expansion Assistance: Centers shall maintain ongoing relationships with clients who have taken the entrepreneurship course in order to assist those new businesses to become small-growth companies. Enterprise expansion technical assistance shall include the following:
Working capital and cash flow management
General management skills
New market development
Hiring and managing employees
Managing growth
Accessing credit and capital 

The following types of organizations are eligible to apply:
1.	a not-for-profit corporation, operated by a board of directors representing community leaders in business, education, finance and government; 
2.	a community college; or 
3.	a Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES). 
In addition, the applicant organization must be located in an area accessible to minority group members, women and other target populations.



Binghamton
Building Permit Assistance -  Industrial
OFFICE OF BUILDING CONSTRUCTION,
ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT - Permits

General Documentation
In all cases, an application for a Building Permit cannot be processed until the applicant has provided all
documentation, including: a permit application form, completed and signed; Workmen’s Compensation form(s); fee payment(s); and design documents (plans, specifications). In some cases, a copy of Planning approval documents are required, which includes an approved site plan and an authorization letter from the Planning Department. In the event of incomplete documentation, the office will hold your paperwork for ten (10) business days. If, at that time, we have not received the necessary paperwork, the application will be revoked.
Licensing
Any contractor who is performing work governed by an Electrical or Plumbing permit must be licensed, by the City of Binghamton, to perform work of these trades. A permit must be signed by the person who holds the Master license. The Plumbing Board and Electrical Board may revoke a license if there is continued misuse of a license or abuse of this office’s policies.
Water/Sewer Permits
Effective immediately, permits for water service or sewer connections require a valid Street Work permit and prior authorization from the Water/Sewer Departments. Street Work permits are issued by the Engineering Department; however, an application may be obtained at the office of Building Construction and forwarded to Engineering for approval.
Permits
Permits must be posted at the job site. Inspectors cannot inspect work for which a permit is not posted. It is the contractor’s responsibility to call for an inspection. Please allow no less than 24 hour notice.
Stamped plans are required for projects with a total cost of construction greater than $10,000 or that present complex design issues. Please call 772-7004 and we will fax or email a copy of the document guidelines for your
reference.
Asbestos/Lead
An application for a Demolition permit must comply with New York State Department of Labor requirements for asbestos. Permit applications will not be processed until or unless the applicant has submitted an asbestos survey report for subject areas.
Planning Commission Review and Approval
A project that involves new construction, commercial occupancy, change of use, or related circumstances may require prior review and approval by the Planning Commission. Permit applicants are encouraged to attend an informal workshop, sponsored by the Department of Planning, Housing, and Community Development to ensure compliance and facilitate a successful project. An appointment may be scheduled by calling Patrick Day, at (607) 772-7028. Planning workshops are held every Tuesday and scheduled in half-hour increments from 2:00-4:00 PM.
Related Information
Detailed information about the New York State Code may be obtained at www.dos.state.ny.us. Detailed
information about Lead materials may be obtained from the Broome County Health Department at (607) 778-2847. Detailed information about Asbestos may be obtained from the NY Department of Labor, at (607) 721-8211. Real property and assessment information for the City of Binghamton is available at www.gobroomecounty.com (GIS data). For your reference, a copy of the New York State code for Safety During Construction is attached.

Reminders
Permit applications, schedule of fees, and licensing are available at our web site:
http://www.cityofbinghamton.com/department.asp?zone=dept-code-enforcement
Permit applications may be mailed to Building Construction, Zoning and Code Enforcement, 38 Hawley St., Binghamton, NY 13901 or hand delivered to our office on the 4th floor of City Hall. Permit applications are no longer accepted by fax. Insurance documents may be transmitted by standard mail, by fax (PLEASE NOTE FAX NUMBER 607- 772-7162), or by e-mail (building@cityofbinghamton.com
Please note the City web site keeps an updated list of all regularly scheduled meetings, including those for the Plumbing and Electrical Boards. We hope this letter helps to explain our office policies, directs you to other useful sources of information, and contributes to a smoother process for all concerned. If you have any questions, which are not otherwise answered by the offices listed above, please call at 607-772-7004.


Binghamton
Marketing & Publicity Assistance - Industrial
Marketing
BEDO staff create marketing pieces for specific properties, districts and business building programs to attract investors, customers and visitors.

Business opportunities in the City of Binghamton means a creative approach to meeting your needs, customer focus through accessibility and facilitation, and a continuing concern for the health of your business.


Binghamton
Zonning Assitance - Residential
Zoning Board of Appeals
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Binghamton is a five-member board comprised of local community members. Three members constitute a quorum. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are held the FIRST TUESDAY of the month, following the first Monday of the month. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are located in the City Council Chambers at 5:30pm, unless otherwise posted.

Zoning Board of Appeals Application Process
 
To apply to appear before the Zoning Board of Appeals the potential applicant must provide the following:
1.    Completed City of Binghamton Zoning and Planning Application.  
2.    Site plan that includes information required by the Site Plan Checklist (included in above application materials). 
3.    Completed Short Form Environmental Assessment Form (included in application materials).
4.    Application Fee (fee structure is listed in the application materials)

Work session for Applications to the Zoning Board of Appeals (Required)
 
Prior to appearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals, applicants must attend a work session.  Work sessions are held every Tuesday afternoon from 2:00 to 4:00pm. Applicants must make an appointment to appear at a work session. Please call 772-7028 to reserve a time slot.  
 
Work sessions provide an opportunity for potential applicants to meet with members of the Planning Department, Building Bureau, BEDO, Corporation Counsel, and Engineering Department and discuss the potential project. At the work session the staff members with work with the applicant to determine what types of approvals, if any, are necessary for the project to proceed.

 
The Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Binghamton is a five-member board comprised of local community members. Three members constitute a quorum. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are held the FIRST TUESDAY of the month, following the first Monday of the month. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are located in the City Council Chambers at 5:30pm, unless otherwise posted.


New York State & Broome County
Workforce Development - Industrial
Workforce New York – Broome Tioga
http://www.broometiogaworks.com/employers

Overview
The Broome-Tioga Workforce Development System helps Businesses find qualified workers, Use the Career Center to recruit, screen and interview candidates for openings in their respective companies, Post job openings at no charge, and prescreen applicants for the qualifications that meet your job postings.

The Broome-Tioga Workforce Development System can help your business provide your employees with the skills they need to compete in today's marketplace. We can help you access programs to upgrade employee skills, Get assistance with grant applications and information on tax credits, connect to local economic development resources to grow your business, and access funds to pay for training.

If you need to restructure your workforce, we can assist with downsizing, outplacement services for laid-off employees and helping your employees transition to new jobs as quickly as possible.

If you have job postings at your company, please visit: http://www.broometiogaworks.com/employers and post to make them available to job seekers.


New York State & Broome County
Workforce Development - Industrial
Workforce New York – Broome Tioga
http://www.broometiogaworks.com/employers

Overview
The Broome-Tioga Workforce Development System helps Businesses find qualified workers, Use the Career Center to recruit, screen and interview candidates for openings in their respective companies, Post job openings at no charge, and prescreen applicants for the qualifications that meet your job postings.

The Broome-Tioga Workforce Development System can help your business provide your employees with the skills they need to compete in today's marketplace. We can help you access programs to upgrade employee skills, Get assistance with grant applications and information on tax credits, connect to local economic development resources to grow your business, and access funds to pay for training.

If you need to restructure your workforce, we can assist with downsizing, outplacement services for laid-off employees and helping your employees transition to new jobs as quickly as possible.

If you have job postings at your company, please visit: http://www.broometiogaworks.com/employers and post to make them available to job seekers.


Binghamton
Zonning Assitance - Residential
Zoning Board of Appeals
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Binghamton is a five-member board comprised of local community members. Three members constitute a quorum. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are held the FIRST TUESDAY of the month, following the first Monday of the month. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are located in the City Council Chambers at 5:30pm, unless otherwise posted.

Zoning Board of Appeals Application Process
 
To apply to appear before the Zoning Board of Appeals the potential applicant must provide the following:
1.    Completed City of Binghamton Zoning and Planning Application.  
2.    Site plan that includes information required by the Site Plan Checklist (included in above application materials). 
3.    Completed Short Form Environmental Assessment Form (included in application materials).
4.    Application Fee (fee structure is listed in the application materials)

Work session for Applications to the Zoning Board of Appeals (Required)
 
Prior to appearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals, applicants must attend a work session.  Work sessions are held every Tuesday afternoon from 2:00 to 4:00pm. Applicants must make an appointment to appear at a work session. Please call 772-7028 to reserve a time slot.  
 
Work sessions provide an opportunity for potential applicants to meet with members of the Planning Department, Building Bureau, BEDO, Corporation Counsel, and Engineering Department and discuss the potential project. At the work session the staff members with work with the applicant to determine what types of approvals, if any, are necessary for the project to proceed.

 
The Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Binghamton is a five-member board comprised of local community members. Three members constitute a quorum. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are held the FIRST TUESDAY of the month, following the first Monday of the month. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are located in the City Council Chambers at 5:30pm, unless otherwise posted.


Binghamton
Technical Assitance- Commercial
Technical Assistance - Commercial
BEDO provides start-up and existing businesses with technical support including referrals to a variety of service providers for specific help with business plan development, entrepreneurship workshops, networking opportunities, and applications for State grants including training and other benefits.


New York State
Entrepreneurial Assistance Program (EAP) - Commercial
Entrepreneurial Assistance Program (EAP) 
http://www.esd.ny.gov/businessprograms/eap.html

Program Purpose
The Entrepreneurial Assistance Program (EAP) establishes Entrepreneurial Assistance Centers in local communities to provide instruction, training, technical assistance and support services to individuals who have recently started their own business or are interested in starting a business. The program’s 24  centers are strategically located throughout New York State. 

Program Highlights
Since its inception, the EAP initiative has helped entrepreneurs create new businesses and has provided in-depth assistance to minorities, women and dislocated workers interested in starting a business. The centers assist new and aspiring entrepreneurs in developing basic business management skills, refining business concepts, devising early-stage marketing plans and preparation of action plans. In addition, the program actively assists EAP client efforts to obtain business financing. The Omnibus Economic Development Law of 1987 authorized Empire State Development (ESD), through the Entrepreneurial Assistance Program, to issue contracts to not-for-profit corporations, community colleges and boards of cooperative educational services for the development of Entrepreneurial Assistance Centers to provide comprehensive assistance in enterprise development to owners and prospective owners of small businesses.
A typical EAP center provides the following in-depth services to owners and operators of start-up businesses:
Counseling on the feasibility of starting a business 
Assistance in refining a business concept and developing a business plan 
Education in established management principals and practices 
In-depth business counseling in product development and marketing 
Guidance in exporting, contract procurement and licensing 
One-on-one counseling in identifying and accessing capital and credit 
Access to business support networks 
Ongoing and continued technical assistance to program graduates including linkages to other small business services 

Eligibility
EAP centers have the following effects on the community in which they are located:
increase in business ownership among minority group members and women; 
minority and women-owned start-ups making the transition into small-growth companies; 
increased access to financing by minority and women-owned firms; 
significantly expanded sales among minority and women-owned firms; and 
creation of private sector jobs. 

An EAP center must provide the following program services:
Enterprise Formation Assistance: One 60-hour entrepreneurship course supplemented by a minimum of 15 hours of intensive technical assistance to help new entrepreneurs complete business plans and to help them develop a viable business. Technical assistance should encompass refinement of business concept, break-even analysis and financial management, and marketing plans and market development. 
Enterprise Expansion Assistance: Centers shall maintain ongoing relationships with clients who have taken the entrepreneurship course in order to assist those new businesses to become small-growth companies. Enterprise expansion technical assistance shall include the following:
Working capital and cash flow management
General management skills
New market development
Hiring and managing employees
Managing growth
Accessing credit and capital 

The following types of organizations are eligible to apply:
1.	a not-for-profit corporation, operated by a board of directors representing community leaders in business, education, finance and government; 
2.	a community college; or 
3.	a Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES). 
In addition, the applicant organization must be located in an area accessible to minority group members, women and other target populations.



Binghamton
Building Permit Assistance - Commercial
OFFICE OF BUILDING CONSTRUCTION,
ZONING & CODE ENFORCEMENT - Permits

General Documentation
In all cases, an application for a Building Permit cannot be processed until the applicant has provided all
documentation, including: a permit application form, completed and signed; Workmen’s Compensation form(s); fee payment(s); and design documents (plans, specifications). In some cases, a copy of Planning approval documents are required, which includes an approved site plan and an authorization letter from the Planning Department. In the event of incomplete documentation, the office will hold your paperwork for ten (10) business days. If, at that time, we have not received the necessary paperwork, the application will be revoked.
Licensing
Any contractor who is performing work governed by an Electrical or Plumbing permit must be licensed, by the City of Binghamton, to perform work of these trades. A permit must be signed by the person who holds the Master license. The Plumbing Board and Electrical Board may revoke a license if there is continued misuse of a license or abuse of this office’s policies.
Water/Sewer Permits
Effective immediately, permits for water service or sewer connections require a valid Street Work permit and prior authorization from the Water/Sewer Departments. Street Work permits are issued by the Engineering Department; however, an application may be obtained at the office of Building Construction and forwarded to Engineering for approval.
Permits
Permits must be posted at the job site. Inspectors cannot inspect work for which a permit is not posted. It is the contractor’s responsibility to call for an inspection. Please allow no less than 24 hour notice.
Stamped plans are required for projects with a total cost of construction greater than $10,000 or that present complex design issues. Please call 772-7004 and we will fax or email a copy of the document guidelines for your
reference.
Asbestos/Lead
An application for a Demolition permit must comply with New York State Department of Labor requirements for asbestos. Permit applications will not be processed until or unless the applicant has submitted an asbestos survey report for subject areas.
Planning Commission Review and Approval
A project that involves new construction, commercial occupancy, change of use, or related circumstances may require prior review and approval by the Planning Commission. Permit applicants are encouraged to attend an informal workshop, sponsored by the Department of Planning, Housing, and Community Development to ensure compliance and facilitate a successful project. An appointment may be scheduled by calling Patrick Day, at (607) 772-7028. Planning workshops are held every Tuesday and scheduled in half-hour increments from 2:00-4:00 PM.
Related Information
Detailed information about the New York State Code may be obtained at www.dos.state.ny.us. Detailed
information about Lead materials may be obtained from the Broome County Health Department at (607) 778-2847. Detailed information about Asbestos may be obtained from the NY Department of Labor, at (607) 721-8211. Real property and assessment information for the City of Binghamton is available at www.gobroomecounty.com (GIS data). For your reference, a copy of the New York State code for Safety During Construction is attached.

Reminders
Permit applications, schedule of fees, and licensing are available at our web site:
http://www.cityofbinghamton.com/department.asp?zone=dept-code-enforcement
Permit applications may be mailed to Building Construction, Zoning and Code Enforcement, 38 Hawley St., Binghamton, NY 13901 or hand delivered to our office on the 4th floor of City Hall. Permit applications are no longer accepted by fax. Insurance documents may be transmitted by standard mail, by fax (PLEASE NOTE FAX NUMBER 607- 772-7162), or by e-mail (building@cityofbinghamton.com
Please note the City web site keeps an updated list of all regularly scheduled meetings, including those for the Plumbing and Electrical Boards. We hope this letter helps to explain our office policies, directs you to other useful sources of information, and contributes to a smoother process for all concerned. If you have any questions, which are not otherwise answered by the offices listed above, please call at 607-772-7004.


Binghamton
Marketing & Publicity Assistance - Commercial
Marketing
BEDO staff create marketing pieces for specific properties, districts and business building programs to attract investors, customers and visitors.

Business opportunities in the City of Binghamton means a creative approach to meeting your needs, customer focus through accessibility and facilitation, and a continuing concern for the health of your business.


Binghamton
Zonning Assitance - Residential
Zoning Board of Appeals
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Binghamton is a five-member board comprised of local community members. Three members constitute a quorum. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are held the FIRST TUESDAY of the month, following the first Monday of the month. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are located in the City Council Chambers at 5:30pm, unless otherwise posted.

Zoning Board of Appeals Application Process
 
To apply to appear before the Zoning Board of Appeals the potential applicant must provide the following:
1.    Completed City of Binghamton Zoning and Planning Application.  
2.    Site plan that includes information required by the Site Plan Checklist (included in above application materials). 
3.    Completed Short Form Environmental Assessment Form (included in application materials).
4.    Application Fee (fee structure is listed in the application materials)

Work session for Applications to the Zoning Board of Appeals (Required)
 
Prior to appearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals, applicants must attend a work session.  Work sessions are held every Tuesday afternoon from 2:00 to 4:00pm. Applicants must make an appointment to appear at a work session. Please call 772-7028 to reserve a time slot.  
 
Work sessions provide an opportunity for potential applicants to meet with members of the Planning Department, Building Bureau, BEDO, Corporation Counsel, and Engineering Department and discuss the potential project. At the work session the staff members with work with the applicant to determine what types of approvals, if any, are necessary for the project to proceed.

 
The Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Binghamton is a five-member board comprised of local community members. Three members constitute a quorum. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are held the FIRST TUESDAY of the month, following the first Monday of the month. Zoning Board of Appeals meetings are located in the City Council Chambers at 5:30pm, unless otherwise posted.


New York State
Hub Programs
HUBZones
http://www.sba.gov/content/understanding-hubzone-program
The Historically Underutilized Business Zones (HUBZone) Empowerment Contracting program was enacted into law as part of the Small Business Reauthorization Act of 1997. The program falls under the auspices of the U.S. Small Business Administration. The program encourages economic development in historically underutilized business zones - "HUBZones" - through the establishment of preferences.

SBA's HUBZone program is in line with the efforts of both the Administration and Congress to promote economic development and employment growth in distressed areas by providing access to more federal contracting opportunities.

How the HUBZone Program Works
The SBA regulates and implements the HUBZone program. SBA does the following:
Determines which businesses are eligible to receive HUBZone contracts 
Maintains a listing of qualified HUBZone small businesses that federal agencies can use to locate vendors
Adjudicates protests of eligibility to receive HUBZone contracts
Reports to the Congress on the program's impact on employment and investment in HUBZone areas.

Benefits of the HUBZone Program
The program’s benefits for HUBZone-certified companies include:
Competitive and sole source contracting
10% price evaluation preference in full and open contract competitions, as well as subcontracting opportunities.
The federal government has a goal of awarding 3% of all dollars for federal prime contracts to HUBZone-certified small business concerns.

Eligibility for the HUBZone
Make sure to review the HUBZone Primer (transcript) to understand the HUBZone requirements. To qualify for the program, a business (except tribally-owned concerns) must meet the following criteria:
It must be a small business by SBA standards
It must be owned and controlled at least 51% by U.S. citizens, or a Community Development Corporation, an agricultural cooperative, or an Indian tribe
Its principal office must be located within a “Historically Underutilized Business Zone,” which includes lands considered “Indian Country” and military facilities closed by the Base Realignment and Closure Act
At least 35% of its employees must reside in a HUBZone.


New York State & Broome County - Commercial
Workforce Development
Workforce New York – Broome Tioga
http://www.broometiogaworks.com/employers

Overview
The Broome-Tioga Workforce Development System helps Businesses find qualified workers, Use the Career Center to recruit, screen and interview candidates for openings in their respective companies, Post job openings at no charge, and prescreen applicants for the qualifications that meet your job postings.

The Broome-Tioga Workforce Development System can help your business provide your employees with the skills they need to compete in today's marketplace. We can help you access programs to upgrade employee skills, Get assistance with grant applications and information on tax credits, connect to local economic development resources to grow your business, and access funds to pay for training.

If you need to restructure your workforce, we can assist with downsizing, outplacement services for laid-off employees and helping your employees transition to new jobs as quickly as possible.

If you have job postings at your company, please visit: http://www.broometiogaworks.com/employers and post to make them available to job seekers.
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